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 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BOURTON PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00PM ON MONDAY, 25TH NOVEMBER 2019 

 
PRESENT:  Bourton Parish Councillors: Andrew Cattaway, Ian Cooper, Paul Curry, Simon Firbank, Fran Gillett, 

Roger Moores, Andrew Sturt, Peter Williams. 
 Parish Clerk: Eve Wynn. 
 
APOLOGIES:  Dorset Councillors: Belinda Rideout, Val Pothecary, David Walsh. 
  Bourton Parish Councillor: Kevan Barton. 
 
ATTENDING:  Approximately 50 members of the public 
 
APOLOGIES – AS PER ABOVE. 
 
19.95 Introduction 
The chairman started the meeting by welcoming all those present. He also urged those in the audience to remember 
that the councilors are all volunteers and have put themselves forward to represent the community.  The chairman stated 
that when he stands this was an indication that it was time for people to keep calm and not to shout at or over each 
other and all questions had to go via the chairman. 
 
19.96  Open Forum 

 Alex Ross presented his grant application made on behalf of the Kilmington and Stourton Cricket Club.  He 
explained that the CC had a large youth structure with many of the players being from Bourton.  AC said this 
item was on the agenda and would be discussed by the council then. 

 A MoP backed the above application, saying there was an older team starting up soon too. 
 A MoP said as a resident of New Close he was looking to the new PC to do the right thing regarding planning 

application 2/2019/1471/FUL. 
 A MoP said she was pleased to hear the chairman’s statement at the start of the meeting. She said if people 

were brave enough to speak then they should be able to do so without being heckled.  The MoP asked the 
chairman if he still deemed the referendum to be illegal.  AC said this was an agenda item and would be 
discussed then. 

 A MoP asked that Kites Nest Lane be cleaned as it was covered in mud and fallen leaves.  AC said this lane 
was public highway.  ACTION: clerk would remind Roger Bell to investigate this. 

 A MoP explained how dangerous it was for residents of Brickyard Lane to exit onto West Bourton Road due to 
drivers cutting the corner as they turned off the main road.  The MoP stated that someone will be killed soon if 
this issue isn’t addressed. 

 A MoP said she wished to speak at item 7.3 of the agenda. 
 A MoP raised the issue of climate change and explained that The Woodland Trust were supplying free tree 

saplings to communities and schools to plant.  ACTION: Clerk to investigate this scheme and report back. 
PW reported that he had attended a Climate Change Emergency session in Dorchester and asked that the 
issue of climate change be a regular item on all future agendas as there was much that can be done such as 
reduce single use plastic; use electric power (especially if from renewable sources); replace conventional lights 
with LED bulbs; plant more hedges/trees; grow your own produce, etc.  PW thanked Sue Rankin for organising 
the recent talk on global warming that took place in the village hall.  IC reported that while the council was 
inquorate information had come to the clerk regarding the installation of electric charging points for vehicles.  
ACTION: Clerk to investigate this and report back. 

 
19.97 Minutes of the Last Meeting 
The clerk had already amended item 19.86 and 19.87.1.  AC said item 19.86.6, line 13 should read AC not AS. The 

minutes of the meeting held on 21st October were then agreed as an accurate record and were duly signed by the 
chairman. 

 
19.98 Declarations of Interest 
 
19.99 Actions Arising from the Minutes. 
Item 19.82 – Clerk to investigate possibility of new grit bin for Millers Close. In progress. 

Item 19.82 – AC to find relevant person at DC regarding toxic pollution on the Old Mill Site. AC reported that he had 
contacted the Dorset Council Monitoring officer and the Director of Environment and that correspondence would 
continue this issue. 

Item 19.82 – AC to confirm interface between the PC and developer at Bourton Mill.  AC repeated his undertaking to 
continue with this.  
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Item 19.82 – AC to identify necessary measures with DC regarding climate change.  AC reported this had been dealt 
with by PW attending the Climate Change Emergency session held at Dorchester. 

Item 19.82 – Clerk to report to the PC contractor issue of fallen tree branch in the cemetery. DONE. 

Item 19.82 – Clerk to investigate possibility of Royal Mail installing an extra pillar post box on Church Track. In progress.  
The clerk reported this cannot be done online. 

Item 19.82 – AC to report on relevant regulations regarding referendums; AC reported that there was nothing illegal 
about a group holding a referendum.  However, after reading a lengthy report from the Head of Electoral Services at 
DC, AC explained that a returning officer had to be properly trained; the counting officer had to be properly trained; each 
voting paper had to be individually numbered.  A MoP asked the chairman if he was suggesting that the referendum 
had been rigged?  The chairman stated that he would arrange for a private meeting to take place with the MoP.    

Item 19.85 – Clerk to clarify dates of the Dorset Moving Forward Plan to parish councillors; DONE. 

Item 19.86.5 – Clerk to request an extension on deadline date. DONE. 

Item 19.89 – Councillors PC and KB to investigate the issue of the fallen tree across the River Stour on Bridge Street. 
PC reported that with the intervention and help of Phil Cowell the tree had now been removed.  PC also reported that 
he had met with the resident and found that there was at least one more tree that is leaning over the river and that it 
was leaning on the resident’s fence which was stopping the tree from falling into the river.  AC proposed PC take this 
matter on and report back at the next meeting.  A MoP asked if the PC had had to pay Phil Cowell and PC reported that 
he had done the work free of charge.  FG advised the PC to deal with the other trees carefully due to landowner 
responsibilities.  

Item 19.93 – Correspondence from St John Ambulance to be an agenda item; DONE. 

 
19.100 Report from County Councillors 
Councillor Rideout supplied this report prior to the meeting: 
“Climate Change & Ecological Emergency Executive Advisory Panel (EAP) Following a public request at the Full 
Council meeting on Thursday, 21st November, EAP members were supportive of adding ‘Ecological Emergency’ to the 
EAP’s title.  There is now a Climate Change short cut on the DC website front page for easier access.  Following an 
extremely positive and productive workshop in October between officers and members and a recent Climate Change 
Advice Seminar attended by Town and Parishes, ‘task and finish’ groups (each consisting of officers and two EAP panel 
members) are now in the process of being set up to cover each topic area identified:  Transport, Waste & Energy, 
Buildings & Assets, Leadership & Influence and Natural Environment.  Topic based monthly EAP meetings will review 
the outcomes of these groups, feeding in the wider views from engagement activities.  A public call for evidence 
(information gathering) will be announced in December, open to everyone, with a cut-off date mid-January 2020. 
Submissions will be reviewed, and invitees selected to an Inquiry day (open to the public) in late February.  By March it 
is hoped to have an action plan, with budget, ready to submit to Cabinet, to be followed by public consultation.  Young 
people ranging from primary school age to sixth form came to talk and make a presentation to the EAP on Friday 22nd 
November, with a clear message that not enough is being done to raise awareness of climate change, particularly 
amongst young people and a lack of awareness of how people can make a difference. They were all genuinely 
concerned and had significant worries about their future, which I found extremely sad and worrying. They were assured 
that their views and ideas will be fed into the Dorset Council action plan. 
Low Carbon Dorset (www.lowcarbondorset.org.uk) has emailed a toolkit in Excel spreadsheet format to all towns and 
parishes attending the recent CC Advice Seminar to help work out their carbon footprint and half-day sessions will be 
organised for larger Town Councils with more complicated figures. (If you haven’t received this or couldn’t attend the 
meeting and would like a copy, please let me know). 
Local Plan Executive Advisory Panel, Dorchester.   As a member of this panel we are tasked with keeping the 
preparation of the Local Plan for the whole of the Unitary authority area on track for the next 4 years.  The next meeting 
is scheduled for Wednesday, 27th November. 
Northern Planning Committee met at Sturminster Newton Tuesday, 19th November. Planning application for 6 new 
dwellings on land adjacent to Somerville, Bourton, 2/2019/0359/FUL was unanimously approved. Despite Bourton PC 
objection, there were no significant grounds to refuse this application because concerns previously raised about 
overdevelopment/views through to Tan Lane and rural character, had been minimised through applicant/case officer 
agreement. 
Full Council, Thursday, 21st November - of interest: 
Community Safety Annual Report – Members unanimously supported a recommendation from the Place Scrutiny 
committee 24th October 2019 to Cabinet to adopt the Community Safety Plan 2017-2020 (2019 refresh), Reducing 
Reoffending Strategy 2018-2021 (2019 refresh), including the amendment, and Bournemouth, Poole and Dorset 2016-
2020 Alcohol and Drugs Strategy. This is to ensure DC meets its duties as set out in relevant legislation. The Dorset 
Community Safety Partnership (CSP) is a statutory partnership under The Crime & Disorder Act 1998. It brings together 
the following responsible authorities who must work together to understand and address community safety issues in 
their area: 

 Dorset Council 
 Dorset Police 
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 Dorset Clinical Commissioning Group 
 Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Authority 
 National Probation Service (Dorset) 
 Dorset, Devon and Cornwall Community Rehabilitation Company 

There are several other organisations who attend the CSP and contribute to it work but are not under the same statutory 
duty, including: 

 The Dorset Combined Youth Offending Service 
 Public Health Dorset 
 The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 
 The Dorset Association of Parish & Town Councils 
 Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service 

In line with national trends total crime has increased in Dorset over the past 3 years. It is believed this is largely due to 
changes in recording practices where many more incidents are now being recorded as crimes. Detailed Crime Trend 
Information can be found on the DC website. 
Review of Polling Arrangements – The Council has a duty to carry out a review of polling districts, polling places and 
polling stations within Dorset by 31st January 2020 in accordance with the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 
2013.  Although consultation has been completed, it has not been possible to implement all the findings prior to the 
calling of the Parliamentary election on 12 December. Members approved the proposed arrangements with some 
exceptions to be further reviewed about multi-election scenarios.  With regard to the Gillingham Ward, this has meant a 
review of the allocation of electors to polling districts  in the town and rationalising the number of stations from 3 to 2, 
The Dolphin Inn and Methodist Hall (Town Hall dropped), resulting in approximately an additional 450 electors at the 
Dolphin Inn and 970 electors at The Methodist Hall.  
All agendas and minutes can be found on the Dorset Council website: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  
      
19.101 Planning 
19.101.1 
Planning Application: 2/2019/1446/HOUSE. Proposal: Erect 1 No. single storey extension.  Location: Pendoma, 
New Road, Bourton. SP8 5BD. PW proposed that this application be allowed to go through. No objections. Agreed by 
all councillor’s present. 

19.101.2 
Planning Application: 2/2019/1471/HOUSE. Proposal: Erect 1 No. dwelling and garage.  Create new vehicular and 
pedestrian access and 2 No. parking spaces. Location: Land at Mill Lane, Mill Lane, Bourton, Dorset. A separate Open 
Forum was opened by PW so that members of the public could speak.  A MoP said he was looking to the PC to object 
to this application which was the second one received this year with a total of 5 applications being put forward over the 
past 10 years.  A MoP stated that if this application was approved then his garage would end up in the lane once building 
works started and that the applicant had to be stopped from doing whatever he wants.  A MoP said residents were all 
fed up with developers buying up small parcels of land in the parish and building on them.  A MoP said it was down to 
the landowner to prove that the amenity land had been revoked.  PW said this application represented overdevelopment; 
the proposed building was too large for such a tiny piece of land; building works would jeopardise the stability of the 
adjoining garages; vehicles would have to reverse onto Mill Lane; the original Section 106 whereby this site was 
designated as Open Space should still apply here.  AS said Mill Lane was an ancient and unspoilt highway and 
questioned the safety regarding deliveries to the proposed dwelling.  AC said the brow of the hill was only 35 yards 
away from the proposed drive. PW proposed that the PC should OBJECT which was supported by all councillors.   

19.101.3  
Bourton Mill. AC introduced the residents’ representative, Keith Hallett.  KH thanked AS for producing the report 
alongside BS and noted that all councillors had now seen this report.  He said he hoped the PC will now give full support 
to the residents of Mill Lane and Bridge Street and asked that AS continue his work on this issue.  AC stated that AS is 
the nominated councillor and asked that he (AC) should be copied into all future correspondence.  A MoP reported that 
as a resident of Bridge Street she couldn’t hang washing out; her asthma had got worse; her garden was covered in 
dust and all residents were concerned about their own health, now and in the future.  BS said when made-up ground is 
tested it will contain asbestos fibres; the contaminated ground should have a high visible membrane over it which it 
doesn’t, and that the removed soil was in fact placed on top of the membrane.  BS said it is not just a question of mess; 
it is dangerous dust and went on to explain the dangers of lead contamination, especially to young children.  AC stressed 
that any individuals that had health concerns/issues should discuss them with the relevant medical authorities – the PC 
can have no part in allegations regarding an individual’s health.  AS gave this report: “I have met with residents and 
become increasingly aware of the background to their concerns. 

1. For almost 3 years they have had to put up with what I consider to be unacceptable and inconsiderate behaviour 
on the part of the developer and his contractors. 
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2. They have been exposed to dust nuisance and potentially worse. 
3. Their lives have been blighted to the extent that they have been unable to use and enjoy their gardens over the 

past two summers. 
4. Bridge Street was closed for an unnecessarily lengthy period and their lives disrupted. 
5. In wet weather Bridge Street, Factory Hill with the bottom of Kites Nest and Mill Lanes have been left in a 

disgracefully muddy state with no meaningful or structured arrangements by the contractor to sweep up and 
keep the public highway and footpaths clean  

6. The mud from the construction site potentially carries contamination that could in turn reach the River Stour 
7. The residents have expressed to me their feelings of being let down by their parish, district and unitary councils.  
8. Apart from the lack of general consideration the residents have reported incidences of bullying and intimidation 

from the contractors 
9. Works on the development have continued without proper consideration for residents, their amenities and the 

entitlement to be able to enjoy their homes and gardens 
10. Planning permissions, legal agreements and the remediation and contamination documents including the 

proposals for remediation of the heavily contaminated areas of site have all been researched 
11. Bernard Sullivan has contributed invaluable assistance on contamination for which the parish council is most 

grateful 
12. Environmental consultants employed by the developer found the site to be contaminated with various toxic 

materials including arsenic and lead and potentially the most worryingly being asbestos fibres. 
13. From the test pits an analysis undertaken by the consultants concluded that the presence of asbestos fibres in 

all made ground should be assumed. 
14. Since site clearance commenced there has been no overt warning signs relating to asbestos 
15. There has been no evidence of precautions to prevent airborne contamination from asbestos fibres affecting 

site workers, the occupants of neighbouring properties or the general public who all have a right to be protected. 
16. From the research undertaken on planning, development and environmental matters there is much for our 

community to be concerned over.  
17. BPC Members have received a report detailing the findings of this research, that sets out a lengthy list of issues 

and areas of concern that deserve urgent and effective attention. 
18. On the planning front it appears that there has been an unnecessarily sympathetic approach adopted towards 

the developer who took a commercial decision to buy the site warts and all! 
19. North Dorset District Council and latterly Dorset Council have, I believe, been lax in enforcing the provisions of 

the section S106 agreement to secure contractually due monies for the community and the transfer of the 
completed public open space area. 

20. As with all develop projects that there must be an element of trust between developer and the various statutory 
authorities including the parish council planning and environmental issues. 

21. There appears to be a lack of cohesion between the various authorities with each suggesting at times that the 
problems should be referred elsewhere. 

22. There is a clear need for coordination of the inspection and approval regime for this complex and heavily 
contaminated site to bring together the powers and expertise of Dorset Council, The Environment Agency and 
the Health and Safety Executive 

23. I propose that Bourton Parish Council accepts the 26 recommendations in report and acts upon them as a 
matter of urgency 

24. I would recommend the parish council to ask our three ward members of Dorset Council to take note of the 
report and to work with our residents and parish council to ensure that there is proper oversight and regulation 
of the development activities, accompanied by the commissioning of an independent and impartial testing 
regime across the whole site including the temporary spoil heap”.   

AC proposed that he takes a copy of AS’s report to the Inspectors Office and ask for their comments and to ask 
that they identify someone more authoritative to take this matter up.  AC said he was also willing to take the report 
to Sean Dandy.  PW said he had some concerns regarding a few points in Appendix 1 of the report.  AC suggested 
that AS prepare a final definitive copy of the report and give an update at the next meeting. 

 
 19.102 FINANCE 

19.102.1 – Accounts to be paid: 
Mrs E Wynn November Wages; expenses; £544.49 
HMRC PAYE for August/September/October £592.09 
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PM Cowell November invoices £396.00 
McAfee 2-year subs for virus/malware/ransomware protection £94.99 
St Georges Church Grant application as agreed in the March meeting £400.00 

Proposed by PW; Seconded by SF: Agreed by all councillor’s present. 

19.102.2 – Accounts Received: cheque from Village Hall £2712.05 

19.102.3 – Grant Applications Received: Kilmington and Stourton Cricket Club £500.  AS asked if the PC can 
afford this amount; PW proposed grant of £300.00; Seconded by AC; Agreed by all councillor’s present.   

FG pointed out under item 19.102 the PC needed another internal auditor to carry out the quarterly audit on the 
accounts. 

 
19.103 New Village Hall 
MC gave this report:  
“I can confirm that some £46,000 has been paid to Dorset Council to discharge the Bourton Mill development Section 
106 obligation. Following contact with the Dorset Council Planning team, I can report that at present neither applicant is 
prepared to commit to the substantial cost of the preparation and agreement of a Section 106 undertaking covering the 
transfer of land to the parish for a new village hall. The Planning team have indicated that, as necessary, they will extend 
the timeline for reaching such an agreement, as allowed by the terms of the consent given in May this year. The Planning 
team confirmed that once an agreement has been drafted, the Parish Council will have the opportunity to comment and 
suggest changes and that they should ensure there is common understanding with the Village Hall Trustees on the 
matter”.  AC said the PC would now have to return to thinking about the 2 sites or keep the existing VH and refurbish it. 
AC proposed that these options needed to be taken into consideration with the village hall trustees and this will be an 
agenda item for the January meeting. PC proposed that views expressed in the next Open Forum should be confined 
to new issues, new thinking and new thoughts.  AS said, this was a worthy suggestion but asked that the councillors 
leave it in the chairman’s hands.    Mike Chapman asked the council if it needed any further information prior to the next 
meeting;   AS proposed that an extension of up to 6 months be requested of DC re the completion of the Section 106. 
Seconded by SF; Agreed by all councillor’s present. ACTION: AS to draft a letter to DC requesting the extension.  
 
19.104 Wildlife and Habitats 
Bernie Sullivan supplied the following report prior to the meeting: “Following a Wildlife and Habitats Group discussion, 
we would like to ask our council to consider extending the wildflower management of those verges currently under its 
control. The purpose would be to replicate the success of the wildflower verge opposite the war memorial by including 
more verges, and possibly sections within other public amenity areas in the parish. Hopefully, a meeting could be set 
up to include a parish council representative, the Parish council contractor Phil Cowell, Graham Stanley of Dorset 
Countryside, and a Wildlife Group rep, to consider possible areas and how best to push this initiative forward. It would 
be good to kickstart this process within the regular Wildlife agenda item at the council meeting this Monday”. BS attached 
guidelines for verge management produced by Plant life and Dorset Countryside which the clerk forwarded to all 
councillors prior to the meeting.  BS said discussions had taken place with the previous PC regarding the planting of 
trees either in the cemetery field; the village green or the Wincanton approach.  BS said this was a great initiative led 
by Margaret Martin and Andrew Gillett and should be followed up by the new council.  AS said, this was one item of 
business that had been overlooked and asked that the clerk should investigate any other items that haven’t been acted 
on. ACTION: clerk to do this and report back at the next meeting 
 
19.105 Tree Preservation Order – Kites Nest Lane 
BS reported that this had been set in motion by James Mann after an incident of tree felling on Kites Nest Lane.  A 
temporary TPO had been put in place by DC. 
 
19.106 Request for Donation from St John Ambulance 
The clerk reported that a request had come in from this organisation for a donation to buy equipment.  SF proposed an 
amount of £300; Seconded by IC; Agreed by all councillor’s present. 
 
19.107 Highways 
FG reported that she had an initial meeting with Roger Bell of DC with regards reducing speed limit through Bourton 
and said this had been quite positive.  Roger Bell has said he will endeavour to attend the January meeting. 
 
19.108 Footpaths 
IC gave a verbal report which was noted. 
 
19.109 Community Safety 
19.109.1 Dorset Police Update 
None received. 
19.109.2 Speedwatch Update 
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SW gave this report: 
“The Speed Watch team has carried out weekly sessions since the last meeting. Following requests from members of 
the public, Dorset Road Safe and Vicky Biggs, Community Police Officer, have been asked to consider the proposal 
that the CSW team might be permitted to operate in West Bourton and that occasionally, a Speed Monitoring team could 
be deployed.  However, given that the lane is unrestricted and thereby the national 60mph speed limit is in effect, it is 
unlikely that either measures would have any impact or effect as it would be almost impossible to exceed 60mph in that 
area.  On Wednesday 15th January 2020, three members of the team will attend a course on conflict training led by 
Marion Atherton from the Directorate of Business, Digital and Leadership at Bournemouth and Poole College. The 
course is designed to help teams recognise the different stages that can lead to confrontation and help provide the skills 
which might help to diffuse difficult roadside situations”. 
 
19.110 Correspondence 
None received. 
 
19.111 Any Other Business 
PW reported that investigating fingerpost refurbishment was still a work in progress but confirmed that the Tinkers Lane 
post is in Dorset and as such within Bourton Parish.  A member of the public reported that the spring by Forge Garage 
would become a hazard again once frozen.  AC had spoken to Phil Cowell and suggested that the landowner be 
approached to address the situation. ACTION: AC to speak to the garage owners. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 16th December at 7.00 pm 
 
AC closed the meeting at 9.29pm 
 
Chairman:                                                                 Date: 25th November 2019 
 
 
Note: The minutes will be reviewed and formally ratified by the BPC on 16th December 2019 
 
 
 
 
 


