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DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BOURTON PARISH COUNCI L 

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7PM ON MONDAY 22 ND OCTOBER 2012 

PRESENT: S Firbank, D Lawes, M Withers, P Williams, L Jones, C Price, A Miller, G 
Miller 

APOLOGIES:  H Baker 

ATTENDING: H Ransley (The Clerk), 6 members of the public 

12.137 OPEN FORUM 
Buses:  Ruth Hounsell reported that South West coaches were withdrawing the following 
services: Sturminster Newton on Mondays, Salisbury on Tuesdays and Saturdays, Poole on 
Thursdays and Yeovil on Fridays. 

Bourton Mill and Dam: Adrian Cox voiced his continuing concerns about the flood risk.  Dr Clark 
has continued to correspond with the Environment Agency and North Dorset and has also 
spoken to the local MP but is not being treated as an expert in this field.  North Dorset have said 
that they are not obliged to respond to his letters.  It is agreed that the safety issues should be 
aired before the plans go to the Development Control Committee.  SF had spoken to John 
Hammond who advised that the meeting was likely to be scheduled for January rather than 
before Christmas as had been hoped. 

12.138 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Simon Firbank and Cathy Price declared a personal interest in Bourton Mill (neighbours). 
Mike Withers declared a personal interest in the New Village Hall development. 

12.139 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the meeting of 24th September 2012 were agreed and signed as a true record. 

12.140 ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 
12.140.1 Parish Website 

This is ongoing.  We are now able to upload PDF documents. 

12.140.2 Bourton Mill Safety 
A whole room has been demolished at the site. 

12.140.3 Snow Clearing 
HR to purchase dumper bag of grit. 

12.140.4 Electric Point on the Green 
LJ has fixed the electric point housing and has applied appropriate signage. 

12.141 REPORT BY THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Geoff Miller had been copied on a letter from Manpower to Mark Hayward expressing an 
interest in managing the hydro scheme for the dam. 

SF believes that John Hammond wants other companies to offer similar services for comparison 

GM advised that the District Core Strategy is not likely to be finished until next summer because 
there are still a number of consultations to be completed.  A Core Strategy meeting is to be held 
at Riversmeet, Gillingham on Thurs 29th November. 

12.142 PLANNING MATTERS AND APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
12.142.1 Applications received 

None 

12.142.2 Permissions received 
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2/2012/0872 Little Clearwater, New front porch and dormer to rear - APPROVED 

2/2012/1006 Change of use from Village Shop to residential & alterations - APPROVED 

12.142.3 Bourton Mill 
HR to ask John Hammond why NDDC are not replying to Dr Clarkes letters.  HR asked Adrian 
Cox to forward on any letters from NDDC that relate to this issue. 

HR to ask Jim Mann to copy Adrian Cox on flood alerts. 

12.143 FINANCE 
12.143.1 Accounts to be paid 

M Withers Neighbourhood Plan - mileage, stationery, advertising £241.13 
H Ransley Mileage for attending Budget & Precept Training (48x45p) £21.60 
H Ransley To pay for office cover while at B&P Training £40.00 
Village Hall Room rental Apr 2012 to Sep 2012 £56.00 
Taylor Design 2 x toddler swing seats £265.20 
DAPTC Budgets and Precepts Course £20.00 
Phil Cowell Invoice 349 Cemetery Grass Cut £149.00 
Phil Cowell Invoice 350 Verges Grass Cut £50.00 
PCC Upper Stour Neighbourhood Plan Flyers in Parish magazine £14.00 
 
It was noted that at the last meeting, the toddler swing seats were incorrectly said to be £94 for 
two whereas they are in fact £94 each plus delivery plus VAT. 

Proposed by CP and seconded by PW it was resolved to pay the above accounts 

12.143.2 Accounts received 
None 

12.143.3 Gillingham Leisure Trust 
This is in the precept and this is the final year for payment.  We have not yet been asked to pay 
this. 

12.144 NEW VILLAGE HALL 
The survey of the proposed new site has been completed and Proctors are now designing the 
scheme.  The landowner wishes to retain half of the frontage on the road.  It is anticipated that 
the plans will have been circulated and that the New Village Hall Committee will have briefed 
the Parish Council. 

12.145 WIND TURBINES 
The Blackmore Vale Magazine online survey finished with over 80% against the Silton scheme.  
The result of the inquiry is expected by 19th November. 

12.146 NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 
MW reported that a total of 75 people attended the 2 public meetings to brief villagers about the 
planning process and what it could achieve.  The NDP group are concerned that only a narrow 
cross section of the community attended.  There is a need to reach all residents to gather 
information and ways to achieve this need to be investigated. 

PW again expressed a concern regarding the number of couples on the NDP group and 
whether this precluded outreach to other community groups.  Only one parent had attended the 
meetings and there is a need to get younger people involved.  He was concerned whether the 
make-up of the working group was right and whether representatives from each section of the 
community should be included. 

An open discussion followed where the following points were made: that even in larger schools, 
the core group of volunteers who are prepared to get involved in arranging activities etc can be 
disproportionately small; only 1 parent attended even though all children at the school took 
home the leaflet about the meetings; older teens and young people may study or work away 
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from home; parents are often working and precious spare time is spent on childrens activities 
and household chores; the average age of the village population is quite high. 

MW replied that the team were working closely with NDDC and were working in line with the 
Local plan.  The initial meetings had been widely publicised and invited people to come forward 
with questions and ideas.  The NDP working group will meet with all levels of the community.  
They will not come up with any proposals without talking to community groups as all proposals 
must have evidence to support them.  It is very clear from attendance of the initial meetings that 
extra work is needed to tap into the different sections of the community.  MW believes all the 
criteria of the Neighbourhood Development Planning constitution have been met. 

At the end of the discussion PW said he was satisfied with the make-up of the Neighbourhood 
Development Planning Working Group and how it planned to operate.  It was agreed that there 
was no need to raise this issue again. 

12.147 TRAFFIC CALMING 
Helen Baker, Andrew Cattaway and Heather Ransley had met with Andrew Brown and Sam 
Paulley from Dorset Highways and had walked through the village to discuss traffic calming and 
safety issues.  Dorset Highways proposed a number of improvements to signage around the 
school and at the western gateway to the village that could be implemented quite quickly – 
hopefully in the next few months.  

In addition, the Parish Councils’ request for a 30mph limit to be imposed from the western 
gateway to beyond the war memorial and around the school is to be added to the 
prioritisation/ranking list, and future maintenance works within in the village will include a review 
of the lining/signage specifically with regard to removal of hatched centre road markings.  These 
last may not be addressed for some years depending on the prioritisation/ranking with other 
areas. 

Dorset Highways confirm that this parking on the road is the simplest way to slow traffic through 
the village.  However no changes will be made to road markings for on-road parking as this is 
deemed to be “improvement” rather than a safety issue.  This falls under the remit of another 
department and is also subject to prioritisation/ranking. 

HR had drafted a letter endorsing Dorset Highways recommendations. 

Proposed by CP and seconded by LJ it was resolved to endorse Dorset Highways 
recommendations and approve HRs letter. 

HR to send letter to Dorset Highways. 

12.148 WESSEX CROSS BORDER/INTER PARISH LIAISON 
It is hoped that there will be benefits to be gained by improving support of cross parish/border 
schemes.  SF asked for a volunteer to attend the next meeting to be held at Shaftesbury Town 
Hall in Thurs 25th Oct. 

12.149 DEFBRILLATOR FOR THE VILLAGE 
Rosalie Watkins had suggested that a defibrillator be considered for the village.  HR had made 
some enquiries and had spoken to Zeals Parish Clerk.  Findings are that a defibrillator unit 
would cost around £2,000; volunteers would need to be trained to use it; the unit can only be 
used if someone has actually stopped breathing; it needs to be used promptly within 5 minutes 
of cardiac arrest for a positive outcome; the unit would need to be kept somewhere secure but 
accessible; there would be on-going maintenance and training costs.  Zeals had decided 
against the purchase of a defibrillator.  Funding had been turned down on the basis that the 
costs outweighed any likely benefit and the 5 minute response time was considered 
unachievable. 

It was agreed that, in consideration of these findings, the installation of a defibrillator would not 
be progressed at the present time. 
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12.150 CHANGES TO BUS ROUTES / TIMETABLES 
Further to comments raised in Open Forum (above) it is thought that there could be a good 
case for a Gillingham hub/co-ordinator.  There is one person using the NORDCAT service on a 
regular basis so NORDCAT will keep the bus running for now as usage may increase in the run 
up to Christmas. 

12.151 NEXT YEARS PRECEPT 
SF requested that any thoughts for items to be included in next years precept be passed to the 
Clerk for discussion at the next meeting.  Ideally this needs to be signed off at the December 
Parish Council meeting for submission to NDDC in January. 

12.152 CORRESPONDENCE 
Please contact the clerk if you require any further information: 

Date From Subject 

21/08/12 DCC Community Involvement in Snow Clearing - notice of meeting 

21/08/12 CPRE Somerset Newsletter 

22/08/12 Dorset Community Action e-Bulletin 37 

24/08/12 DCC Highways Dorset Highways Satisfaction Survey 2012-13 - closing date 19.10.12 

25/08/12 Lester Dibben Cross Boundary Issues - notice of meeting 

28/08/12 Local Govt Finance, London Council Tax Base Reform 

29/08/12 DAPTC Council Tax Base and Funding for Local Authorities 

29/08/12 Stephen Harris, SW Wilts 

Community Area Manager 

Wessex Cross Border Working Group 

30/08/12 Wilts Environment & 

Resources 

Wiltshire & Swindon Waste Site Allocation 

30/08/12 DAPTC Ice Melt Available 

30/08/12 DCC Countryside News 

31/08/12 Jo Rose, CPEND Invitation to presentation & exhibition of works - 7pm Thurs Oct 4th 

06/09/12 DAPTC Chief Executives Circular 08/12 

06/09/12 NDDC Business Support Notice of BVM advert and notices announcing reconvening of Public Enquiry 

into Silton Wind Farm 

06/09/12 DCC Community Involvement in Snow Clearing - revised policy 

07/09/12 Chairman, Gillingham 

Neighbourhood Plan 

Invitation to consultation - 9:30am Mon 22nd Oct 

11/09/12 DAPTC Council Tax Base & Funding for LAs - NALC explanatory note 

17/09/12 Lester Dibben Draft Minutes - Internal Gypsy & Traveller Strategy Group meeting of 26th July 

17/09/12 DCC Various documents concerning Snow Clearing/Farmers Snow Plough Scheme 

12.153 A.O.B. 
Village Fete – SF said that Jane Frederick, as a school governor, had requested that the school 
run the fete next year.  All were happy with this proposal. 

Pavement Flooding – PW reported that the pot holes in the road and the low kerb outside 
Beechcroft means that waters come up onto the pavement.  This needs to be followed up with 
NDDC. 

Suters Bench – The Suter family would like to put a memorial bench in the village.  All were in 
agreement and some suggestions were made as to where a bench could be placed. 

Waste Bins – LJ suggested that perhaps a large general purpose bin could be placed with the 
glass recycling bins by the surgery.  This would need further investigation and it is thought that 
this might encourage tipping. 

Land behind the Surgery – rumours are that housing may be planned for the land behind the 
surgery. 

Long Lane – MW had been approached by Penselwood Parish Council regarding improving the 
access/condition of Long Lane.  MW is speaking to DL about this. 

 



 
Year 2012 page no ........…….....99 

12.154 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – MONDAY 26TH NOVEMBER  AT 7PM 
 

 

 

 

Chairman:  ………………….......……………… Date:  …………….....………. 


