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 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BOURTON PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00PM ON MONDAY, 21ST OCTOBER 2019 

 
PRESENT:  Dorset Councillors: Belinda Rideout, Val Pothecary, David Walsh. 
 Bourton Parish Councillors: Kevan Barton, Andrew Cattaway, Ian Cooper, Paul Curry, Simon Firbank, 

Fran Gillett, Roger Moores, Andrew Sturt, Peter Williams. 
 Parish Clerk: Eve Wynn. 
 
APOLOGIES:  None received. 
 
ATTENDING:  Approximately 50 members of the public 
 
APOLOGIES – AS PER ABOVE. 
 
19.74 Introduction 
The clerk started the meeting by welcoming all those present. As per BPC Standing Orders which accurately reflect the 
legislation and advice from Central Government, the clerk then requested that if anyone in the hall was recording the 
meeting to identify themselves so that those present who did not want to be recorded would have the opportunity to 
leave the meeting.  No one declared themselves to be recording the proceedings. 
 
19.75 Confirmation of Bourton Parish Council Election Results 
The clerk read out the duly elected councilors: 

 Kevan Barton 
 Andrew Cattaway 
 Paul Curry 
 Simon Firbank 
 Fran Gillett 
 Roger Moores 
 Peter Williams 

The Declaration of Result of Poll can be viewed at: 
http://www.bourtondorset.org/latest-news/declaration-of-result-of-poll/  
 
19.76 Declaration of Interest Forms 
The clerk confirmed she had received Declaration of Interest forms from all newly elected councilors and these will be 
available on the village community website www.bourtonvillage.org  
 
19.77 Declarations of Interest 
SF registered an interest with planning application 2/2019/0939/FUL. 
 
19.78 Election of Chair 
Kevan Barton proposed Andrew Cattaway; Seconded by Peter Williams; Agreed by all Councillors present. AC was 
declared elected and signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took the Chair of the meeting. 
 
19.79 Election of Vice Chair 
Fran Gillett proposed Peter Williams; Seconded by Andrew Cattaway; Agreed by all Councillors present. There being 
no other proposal PW was declared elected and signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
AC thanked everyone for their support and congratulated RM for receiving the highest number of votes.  AC said his 
priority as Chairman was to “ease the aggro” within the village. 
 
19.80 ELECTION OF OTHER OFFICERS & REPRESENTATIVES 

Position or Responsibility Councillor   

Planning Sub-Group. AC proposed PW be the lead 
with additional members: 
 

Peter Williams 
Ian Cooper 
Kevan Barton 
Roger Moores 
Andrew Sturt 

  

Footpaths Liaison Officer 
Ian Cooper happy to continue.   

DAPTC North Area Committee. 
 

Andrew Cattaway 
Andrew Sturt 
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Village Hall 
Bourton & Silton Charity Charity 

Paul Curry 
Simon Firbank 

  

Highways and Transport Fran Gillett   

Community Safety & Safeguarding 

 

Andrew Sturt volunteered. 
AS said he would review the 
Safeguarding Policy and present 
at the November meeting.  

 
 
 
 

 

St Georges School Fran Gillett volunteered.  
 

 

Speed watch All agreed Sheila Williams to 
continue to lead. 

  

Playground Inspector (non-councillor) Gareth Probert volunteered.   

Wildlife & Habitats (non-councillor) Bernie Sullivan volunteered to 
continue his role. 

  

Flood Warden (non-councillor) 
Louise Hillier had confirmed to 
the clerk and SF that she was 
willing to return to this role. 

  

Defibrillator Warden Clerk to continue with this role.   

 
 
19.81 Member/Officer Protocol 
The clerk explained that this was a new document to go alongside the Standing Orders and the Code of Conduct and 
will be available to view at www.bourtondorset.org 
 
19.82 Open Forum 
AC asked those present who wanted to speak to identify themselves. 

 Alex Ross said he had been managing the Bourton Facebook page and hoped that recent posts and comments 
would now be more positive.  He thanked the PC for their support regarding the recent Bourton Bash; they had 
400 people through the gates on the day and £2,500 had been raised of which a 50:50 split would be donated 
to the Weldmar Trust and the New Village Hall.  AC thanks AR for all his hard work. 

 A MoP reported that the ditch off Millers Close had still not been cleared and requested that a salt bin be 
purchased by the PC to be placed at the bottom of Millers Close.  ACTION: Clerk to investigate possibility 
of new grit bin. 

 A MoP raised concerns about toxic pollution on the Old Mill site and asked that the PC urgently address this 
situation.  ACTION: AC to find relevant person at DC and to report findings at the next meeting. 

 A MoP asked the clerk for an explanation regarding the cheque that had been issued to The Hannam Trust.  
AC said this will be discussed in the Item 15 under Finance. 

 A MoP asked if, with Jenny Morgan stepping down, the PC had a formal interface with the developer on Bourton 
Mill.  AC said he would take on this role. ACTION: AC to report back at the next meeting. 

 A MoP explained her distress about the disharmony in the village and requested that the PC and VH Committee 
have a ceasefire and not discuss the proposed new Village Hall for 3 months.  She said the PC should now 
have a different focus on Climate Change.  ACTION: AC along with other councillors to identify necessary 
measures; consult with DC and report proposals at the next meeting. 

 The previous chairman, Mike Withers, read a statement: “Can I add my sincere congratulations to the successful 
candidates in the PC election.  Chairman, if I may, I would like to ask two things of the new council: Firstly, that 
it pursue Dorset Council for a full response to the letter previously sent by the PC to the leader and Chief 
Executive of Dorset Council which asked a number of questions? Secondly, could you continue to press both 
Dorset Council and the Information Commissioner for a resolution of the alleged Data Protection breach which 
has affected very many residents who are still seeking closure and a resolution to the question of who, how and 
why it occurred and what is going to be done about it?  I feel that until these issues are properly dealt with it will 
be difficult for the community to move on and have their trust in Dorset Council’s electoral reputation restored”. 

 A MoP reported that a limb of one of the trees in the village cemetery was almost leaning onto a headstone and 
needed to be attended as soon as possible. ACTION: Clerk to report to PC contractor so that remedial 
works could be done. 

 A MoP requested that the PC contact Royal Mail and arrange for another mailing box to be installed at Church 
Track. ACTION: Clerk to investigate and report back at next meeting. 

 A MoP read a statement on behalf of the Democratic Site Selection Group. ACTION: AC to source the relevant 
regulations regarding referendums and report back at the next meeting. 
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 A MoP stood up and said that there should be honour and grace in defeat and that much of the community now 
wanted to move on from this single issue. 

 A MoP said that if the PC felt the recent referendum was bogus then they should run another referendum. 
 A MoP said the PC should respect the views of those that voted for the Sandways Site. (…at this point another 

MoP started to shout in the others ear and then stood up and left) 
 A MoP welcomed the new PC and said she hoped for transparency from the PC in the future.  

 
19.83 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 20th August 2019 were agreed as an accurate record and were duly signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
19.84 Actions Arising from the Minutes. 
Clerk to reaffirm with the Monitoring Officer (Jonathan Mair) regarding councillor declaration of interests.  The clerk read 
out this email: “My approach is the same as Stuart Caundle’s when he was monitoring officer at the predecessor North 
Dorset District Council. 
 
The starting point is for councillors to disclose their pecuniary interests to me as monitoring officer (using the declaration 
of interest form) within 28 days of becoming a member or co-opted member of the council.  Amongst other matters 
councillors are required to disclose on the form any beneficial interest in land within the area of the council and any 
licence to occupy land in the area of the Council for a month or longer.  
 
The interest that a councillor has declared only then come into play if he or she is present at a meeting of the Authority 
or a committee etc. and has a disclosable pecuniary interest in any matter being considered at the meeting.  If the 
councillor is present and does have a disclosable pecuniary interest in the business being considered, then they must 
disclose their interest to the meeting and take no further part in that item of business and certainly not vote.  Some 
councils require that councillors in this position must also leave the room whilst others in their codes of conduct allow 
them to remain, but they must still take no part. 
 
So, the question that we are left with is one of fact, does the councillor have a pecuniary interest, that is to say a financial 
interest, in the item of business.  What I believe it boils down to is this, will the business being considered by the Council 
impact upon the value of the property interest disclosed by the councillor in the register.  At one extreme it is obvious 
that a proposal for a bad neighbour development such as an abattoir next door to a councillor’s home would affect the 
value of the property and is therefore a disclosable pecuniary interest.  Other planning proposals not affecting the value 
of the councillor’s property would not amount to a disclosable pecuniary interest and in such a case there would be no 
requirement for the councillor to withdraw from the item of business.  In the circumstances that you have described it is 
a question of fact and degree.  I do not know Bourton village and the relationship between particular properties and their 
boundaries but in general terms I would not have thought of a village hall as any form of bad neighbour 
development.  Certainly, for a councillor to have breached the Localism Act requirements it would have to be shown 
beyond reasonable doubt (the standard of proof in a criminal case) that the proposed development would in some 
material way affect the value of the councillor’s property.  Again, I do not know Bourton but I do find it hard to credit that 
the development of a village hall (which the planning authority will have found to be acceptable in land use planning 
terms in that location) would have such an impact that it would reduce the value of nearby property. 
 
It strikes me that the (former?) councillor living immediately by the Sandways site acted reasonably in declaring a 
personal interest and making it clear to everyone that he or she is a neighbour.  Such an interest though is not a 
disclosable pecuniary interest and as such would not prevent the councillor from taking part. 
 
All the above is a lengthy way of confirming that I agree with your interpretation of the situation.  For someone to argue 
otherwise they would need to be able to demonstrate that a proposed village hall development acceptable to the 
planning authority has somehow such a negative effect upon the area that it will devalue properties and thereby amount 
to a disclosable financial interest for councillors.  As I have indicated, the standard of proof is not civil standard i.e. that 
it is more likely than not that a councillor has a disclosable financial interest.  The test is the criminal one i.e. it must be 
shown beyond reasonable doubt that the value of property is impacted, and, in the circumstances, I think it unlikely that 
this would be met”. 
 
19.85 Report from County Councillors 
Councillor Pothecary gave a verbal report which was noted by the council. ACTION: Clerk to clarify dates of the Dorset  
Moving Forward Plan to Parish Councillors. 
Councillor Rideout gave a report (Appendix A) 
Councillor David Walsh gave a verbal report which was noted by the council. 
All agendas and minutes can be found on the Dorset Council website: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk      
19.86 Planning 
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PW reported that since the last PC meeting in August, several new applications had been received by the clerk.  These 
are as follows: 
 

Planning Application 
Number 

Location Application Status Remarks 

2/2019/0939/FUL Land west 
of Brixeys 
Farm 

Erect purpose-built visitor 
centre, 3 No. eco pods, 
ancillary building (Bike Store, 
WC, Shower), stables, solar 
arrays, car parking and 
associated landscaping. 

Awaiting 
Decision 

Previous application for same site 
(2/2018/0521/FUL - Erect 1 No. single storey 
dwelling, form new vehicular access and 4 No. 
parking spaces) was rejected by BPC in Apr 2018.  
Application was subsequently withdrawn.  

2/2019/1126/HOUSE 12 Factory 
Hill 

Erect single storey rear 
extension 

Awaiting 
Decision 

Proposed extension to rear of eastern-most 
terrace house (already constructed).    

2/2019/1141/FUL 

 

Bridge 
Street 

(River 
View) 

Erect 1 No. dwelling. Awaiting 
Decision 

Site is immediately to south of 2 x houses on 
Bridge Street which are currently under 
construction.  (Comment: Only limited information 
on proposed dwelling’s design, appearance, etc. 
on web site).   

2/2019/1150/HOUSE Ashbrooke, 
West 
Bourton 

Erect 1 No. detached oak 
framed garage and 1 No. 
single storey extension 

Approved  

2/2019/1294/HOUSE 10 Factory 
Hill 

Erect 1 No. Front porch. Awaiting 
Decision 

 

2/2019/0359/FUL Somerville, 
New Road 

Erect 6 No. dwellings, create 
new vehicular & pedestrian 
access and form 11 No. 
parking places 

Awaiting 
Decision 

BPC objected (03 May 2019) to planning 
application on grounds of: 

1. Overdevelopment 
2. Important rural views & character 

compromised 

Revisions to site layout published on 01 Oct 2019. 

18.86.1 Planning Application: 2/2019/0930/FUL Land west of Brixey’s Farm. (SF left the room while this application 
was being discussed). The clerk confirmed that she had spoken to Hannah Smith earlier in the day and had asked for 
an extension on the comment deadline, which had been agreed. AC suggested that the newly formed Planning Sub-
Group get together to discuss this application ad report back at the next meeting.  However, both PW and the clerk felt 
this would be leaving it too late for the PC comments to be accounted for.  AS and PW recommended that a decision 
be made at the meeting.  It was agreed unanimously to object to the planning application on the grounds of over-
development, harm to visual amenity of Bourton Mill residents, and the compromising of an important wildlife corridor . 
(SF returned to the meeting). 

18.86.2 Planning Application: 2/2019/1126/HOUSE 12 Factory Hill. PW proposed to object to this application on the 
grounds that it would compromise the design integrity of the Mill site, which was still only partially constructed. Agreed 
by all councillors present. 

18.86.3 Planning Application: 2/2019/1141/FUL Bridge Street, Bourton.  PW advised that owing to the limited 
amount of information available on this proposed development, an extension should be requested pending receipt of 
more detail.  Agreed by all councillors. 

18.86.4 Planning Application: 2/2019/1294/HOUSE 10 Factory Hill, Bourton.  This application was considered to be 
in the same category as 12 Factory Hill.  All councillors supported PW’s proposal to object.   

18.86.5 Planning Application; 2/2019/0359/FUL Somerville, New Road, Bourton. PW proposed a site visit before 
making a decision. ACTION: Clerk to request an extension on deadline date. 

18.86.6 Bourton Mill. AS gave an update on the Section 106 agreement and said the monies owed were now overdue 
and that Dorset Council Planning team should take heed to chase the payments, rather than leave the community to 
chase any monies owed.  He advised that the developer’s due contribution to the NVH, which should have been paid at 
commencement of the development, with inflation now stood at £45,000.  AS reported that the developer had little 
interest in completing the build and could close the site.  AS said residents had been led to believe that proper processes 
had been in place regarding the removal of contaminants such as asbestos but it was now reasonable to conclude that 
we are now left with contaminated land and that costs involved to rectify this could be hundreds of thousands.  KB asked 
AS if there was proof that the soil is contaminated and AS confirmed that yes, the report showed high risks to operatives 
on the site, plus present and future residents and asked for assistance from Dorset Council.  A MoP said the report 
came out years ago and the list of contaminants was amazing: lead, asbestos, etc.  The MoP said they had a copy of 
the 42 page document and agreed to forward a copy to each of the parish councillors.  A MoP said he watched his 
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father die of environmental asbestosis - it is non-curable and said DC should take this issue onboard and resolve it.  AC 
asked the Dorset Councillors to propose someone to lead on this and it was agreed that DW and AS would arrange a 
meeting. 

 
19.87 FINANCE 

19.87.1 – Accounts paid while PC not quorate: 
Mrs E Wynn September Wages; including25 hours overtime; expenses: £763.99 
Accounting & 
Office Solutions 

Payroll 2018-2019 (Invoice 1769) £150.00 

PKF Littlejohn 2018/19 AGAR (invoice SB20193081) £240.00 
SC Hannam Trust Jubilee Field Village Hall & Development Planning & Professional Fees £4385.05 

19.87.2 – Accounts to be paid: 
Mrs E Wynn October Wages; expenses; £555.43 
PM Cowell October invoices £576.00 
DAPTC Invoice 19/243 for delegate Andrew Sturt £65.00 
Sonia Booth Payroll £150.00 

Proposed by PW, seconded by FG, Agreed by all councillors. 

19.87.3 Accounts Received: Precept Payment £7493.17 
19.87.4 Grant Applications Received: None 
 
19.88 New Village Hall 
MC gave this report:  
“I can confirm that the Hall has paid the Parish Council its agreed share of the planning application costs for the Jubilee 
Field site. The overall amount of the combined Hall/BPC share is £4386.05. This is less than a quarter of the total cost 
of the planning fees and professional reports and services. The Parish Council’s share was £1673, relating to the fees 
for the land to be transferred and a share of the application preparation. The fees were at the 50% reduced rate applied 
to local council applications. The Hall’s allocation was £2713.05 for its 25% share of the necessary topographical, 
ecology, acoustic, highways and planning consultant inputs to the application. This transaction demonstrated the good 
partnership that has been developed with the Hannam Trust following the Parish Council decision in October 2018.    
The Hall Trustees now await further information from the Parish Council concerning the process towards a S.106 
agreement regarding the site for a new village hall, noting that as matters stand, there is a time limit of the end of 
November for the finalisation of such an agreement. 
The Hall Trustees also wish the Parish Council to consider how they wish to maintain regular and effective 
communication between the two organisations” 
 
19.89 Wildlife and Habitats 
A verbal report was provided and noted by the council.  BS prompted for active members to join the group.  PC 
reported that a tree was still blocking the River Stour at Bridge Street and two of the residents were very concerned 
about the possibility of flooding.  ACTION: PC and KB would investigate and report back at the next meeting. 
 
19.90 Highways 
AS reported that the village gate on Silton Road was broken.  Clerk confirmed that was in hand with the parish contractor 
(Note: Cllr Barton, his wife Heather and Mr and Mrs Dean maintain this gate and have arranged for and paid for the 
repairs).  AC made reference to the noise reduction on the A303 and would report back at the next meeting. IC asked 
about the village signposts.  PW said he would report costings for the renewal of the fingerposts at the next meeting.  
AC said the Tinkers Lane post was Somerset CC and the one on West Bourton Road Dorset Council. BR said she 
would speak to FG regarding working towards reducing the speed limit through the village. 
 
19.91 Footpaths 
IC gave a verbal report which was noted. 
 
19.92 Community Safety 
19.92.1 Dorset Police Update 
None received. 
19.92.2 Speedwatch Update 
SW gave this report: 
“For the benefit of those new to the parish council, the Speed Watch team consists of 9 volunteers who can conduct 
watches at 10 different sites in the village.  We are not authorised to operate at sites which have not been assessed by 
the police or Road Safety team.  Speed Watch operates on behalf of the parish council, which paid for its equipment 
and in November the team will have been active for five years.  During this time, we have acted as a deterrent which, 
in conjunction with the two SIDs (Speed Indicator Devices) has helped keep the speed down in the village. The SIDs 
require fortnightly battery charging and regular maintenance which is undertaken by Speed Watch.  The first SID was 
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purchased by the Parish Council four years ago, followed by the installation of a second device in February 2017.  These 
remain the property of the Parish Council. In addition to monitoring vehicle speed, the team has the authority to report 
drivers using mobile phones at the wheel or for not wearing seat belts. We have all undergone training and have regular 
updates from Dorset Road Safety. We are there to assist the police and sometimes work alongside them. The team has 
been out regularly on a weekly basis all year, often linking in with the morning and afternoon school run. In the summer 
months we have undertaken much earlier/ later watches to try to reduce the number of boy racers on their way to and 
from work.  There is a high number of HGVs travelling through the village which is a cause for concern.  Poor parking 
near the school and the total disregard for the hatching at West Bourton Road junction designed to stop motorists cutting 
the corner, makes it extremely dangerous for motorists attempting to exit Brickyard Lane and for pedestrians trying to 
cross the road. Throughout Dorset there has been a steady increase in the number of vehicles caught speeding, some 
not having had tax and insurance documents for many years. The team is often subject to verbal abuse and rude 
gestures but is determined to make motorists drive more slowly through the village”.  PC reported that the Speedwatch  
Conference was very good and SW said that Speedwatch volunteers throughout Dorset had saved the police force 
4,000 hours in one year alone. 
 
19.93 Correspondence 
Letter received from St John Ambulance requesting the PC to support the work it does by way of a donation.  ACTION: 
To be an item on the agenda for the November meeting. 
 
19.94 Any Other Business 
IC asked if the councillors would still need to monitor the clerks working hours.  AC said he would work with the clerk 
regarding this. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 25th November at 7.00 pm 
 
AC closed the meeting at 9.28pm 
 
Chairman:                                                                 Date: 21st October 2019 
 
 
Note: The minutes will be reviewed and formally ratified by the BPC on 25th November 2019 
 
 
 
 


