
MINUTES OF MEETING NO 18 

OF THE BOURTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING GROUP 

HELD AT THE ANNEX AT 7.30pm ON 21st NOVEMBER 2013

Present: M Withers, P Withers, P Overington, G Overington, A Scott, D Scott, 


    C Price, N Hall

13.128  Minutes of Meeting No 17

These were accepted as a true record.

13.129  Matters Arising

None.

13.130  Declarations of Interest

MW & PW as neighbours of the preferred VH site.

NH as a VHMC committee member.

13.131  Meetings with Organisations

AS confirmed that she had completed the notes for the Church and Silton Surgery. She still needed to speak to Neil Harding to gain his approval to the Surgery notes. It was also confirmed that a date was yet to be agreed with the VHMC for a meeting.  GO/PO were to talk again to The White Lion to see if they would attend a meeting.

13.132  Questionnaire (Progress Report and Final Questions)/Public Meeting 

MW referred to his initial paper, and DS’s modified version, which contained a covering letter and a single page for each of the the major issues on which the group needed to gather additional evidence before writing up policies. The proposal highlighted three important developments which had taken place since the original questionnaire in January 2013. These were:

a.  The granting of outline planning permission for 29 residential units at the Factory/Mill site.

b.  The publication of NDDC’s draft Local Plan, which proposed the removal of Bourton’s Settlement Boundary.

c.  The selection by the VHMC of its preferred site for a new hall on land adjoining Sandways Farm.

The group agreed that this was the best way forward but ALL members wished to go through the draft document and add their own revisions. It was agreed that these would be sent to DS by Friday 29th November.  It was the intention that the report and questionnaire should be produced as an A4 document (a folded A3 sheet), with all sides printed. Once he had received everyone’s comments, DS would arrange the final proof before submitting it to MW for onward transmission to NDDC/Planning Aid.  He emphasised that, in order to fit the format, even with narrow margins the amendments would have to be compact if the font size was to be readable. 

NH wanted to ensure that the correct number (re new houses) was included in the questionnaire on the VH question and this would come from the report of the BL meeting. He also thought that the VH question should be discussed with the VHMC.

MW said that once the group had agreed the content it would be sent to NDDC and Planning Aid for their views on it and for SJ to complete the paragraph relating to the countryside policy. It would then be given to the PC for its comments before being printed for circulation.

It was agreed that the public meeting to discuss the questions should take place before the questionnaire is circulated. MW was to discuss and agree dates with SJ and LB and from SJ’s point of view this would not be before 6th January 2014. It was noted that DS had an Environment Group meeting on 10th January 2014, that Film Night was on the second Tuesday of the month and Gardening Club on the 3rd Wednesday. The PC meeting was on Monday 27th January. PW to arrange and book the Village Hall.

There would be one public meeting to discuss all aspects of the questions and this would be during the week and at 7.00pm. questions would be delivered to all households immediately following the meeting with an agreed cut-off date for collection. These tasks would be handled by volunteers and group members as previously.

It was agreed that the map showing the Settlement Boundary, which was sent out with the first questionnaire should also be sent out with this one. GO and PW would check on how many were re-useable from the first questionnaire so that the number of new ones could be calculated. These would be available from Natalie Phillipson at NDDC as before.  PW was asked to check if Planning Aid/Locality had any simple leaflets on Localism and Neighbourhood Planning which could be considered for sending out with the questions and map.

PW wanted to know how we were using the evidence gathered from the focus groups and from our series of meetings with organisations and landowners ? Did we all have copies of all the notes taken at these meetings ? Would it be useful for each of us to highlight the notes to show what useful evidence had been obtained ? It was important on independent examination to clearly show not only the evidence that we had gathered but how that had influenced the policies that we had written. It was agreed that ALL note-takers would do this. 

13.133  Focus Groups

13.133.1  Natural Environment

DS reported that his group had really got stuck into the subject and that they had a very keen and knowledgeable set of people. He had sent out the minutes of their first two meetings and said that there was to be a public meeting in the VH on 10th January 2014 about Improving Wildlife Habitats when the guest speaker would be Joy Wallis of Dorset Wildlife Trust.  The group hoped that this meeting would result in creating working teams to address the various aspects of preserving/enhancing the wildlife habitats in the local area after the completion of the NP.

Bernard Sullivan had produced a leaflet about ponds and wildlife corridors and this was going to be distributed with the Parish Magazine.  DS was seeking a screen and projector for the meeting. PO confirmed that he had the PC projector and NH suggested that he talk to Margaret Martin to see if he could borrow the Gardening Club screen.

AS said that the group had also prepared information on footpaths and bridleways and would run this past Danny Lawes before publishing. PW would let Danny know that AS was going to visit him. NH confirmed that four Bourton walks had been uploaded onto the village website but said that they needed to be expanded.

13.133.2  Health and Wellbeing

AS said there was little to report at this stage and she was awaiting information from various sources.

13.133.3  Infrastructure

NH said that so far there was not much to report. He would be talking to Andrew Cattaway on roads, etc, and Peter Williams about Green Energy.

13.133.4  Economy/Business

PO said that he had researched a number of NP websites but there was very little about business on them. He thought that there would only be a few lines at most when it came to writing policies and that the various questionnaires about home working would probably be the best area to research.

13.133.5  Built Environment

MW said that not much had been moved forward since the last meeting because of the time being taken up on the VH and PC issue. He had drafted letters to go to firms of chartered surveyors concerning the state of the housing market both currently and predicted, as well as what property types were likely to sell in future. More work was necessary with NDDC on data that they had used in the preparation of their emerging Local Plan.

13.133.6  Communication

DS would be advertising the forthcoming public meeting with Dorset Wildlife Trust on 10th January.  As soon as the public meeting date for the questions and progress report was known this would need to be widely advertised in the Parish Magazine and by posters in the village.

Both events would be going onto the village website. The use of the Blackmore Vale Magazine was also discussed but it was generally thought that the costs were such that any advert was bound to be very small and that it was probably not worth it.  Also the BVM did not target Bourton specifically as the Parish Magazine did. It may be worth considering getting an article published in the BVM.

13.133.7  Programme

There will be a review of progress against programme following the PC meeting. It was becoming urgent for ALL members to start preparing draft policies for discussion. 

13.133.8 Budget/Funding

There were no new requests for expenditure. GO said that she had not received her claimed expenses for printing from the PC and MW agreed to chase this up with the Parish Clerk.

DS raised the issue of the expenses for printing, hall hire, etc, relating to his forthcoming Environment Group meetings. It was agreed that he would get proper estimates for this but could work within an outline budget of £145. This was agreed by the Treasurer and the rest of the group.

13.134  Any Other Business

PO brought the group’s attention to an article in the Frome Times saying that they were just starting the NP process there and gave a copy to MW to see if it had any relevance for us.

13.135  Date of Next Meeting

This has been arranged for Monday 9th December at Sandways Farm.


