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MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF BOURTON PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00 P.M. ON TUESDAY, 28TH FEBRUARY 2017 

PRESENT: S Firbank (Chairman), A Cattaway (County & District Councillor), M Martin, A 
Miller,J Morgan, M Chapman, G Miller, and H Bedford (Clerk).  

APOLOGIES: T Heaton, P Williams, M Withers, PCSO Vicki Levy. 
ATTENDING: 6 members of the public.  

16.180  OPEN FORUM 

• SF requested that any matters to be raised which may require Cllrs comments be sent to The Clerk 
in a timely manner prior to the publicised agenda (a week ahead) or at the very latest 24hr prior to a 
meeting. 

• A member of the public confirmed that the NVH team had now achieved Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation status (CIO) with 9 Trustees. There is to be a stakeholders meeting on March 22nd in 
BVH and all are welcome. Timings are 10am-12pm. 

• A member of the public confirmed that the potholes on the road beyond their driveway has been 
reported on dorsetfor you. 

• A member of the public raised concern that any members of the public and the Cllrs have a moral 
responsibility given the outstanding flood risk assessment at Bourton Mill. Specifically in the light that 
he has been advised by Connells that they were not aware of the flood risk. JM confirmed that 
building cannot commence until the EA report and decision in the light of a revised flood risk 
assessment and any conditions thereafter has taken place. MM added that any potential purchaser 
would be notified of anything to do with the flood risk during the conveyancing process through 
solicitor’s searches. Cllrs agreed to discuss further during the agenda item of Bourton Mill. 
 

16.181  DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

• SF declared a non-pecuniary interest and personal interest within the Bourton Mill agenda item as he 
is an adjacent landowner to the site.  

• AM declared a non-pecuniary interest within the Windturbines and photovoltaic solar arrays agenda 
item. 

 
16.182  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

• The January minutes were agreed as an accurate record and were signed by the Chairman. 
 

16.183  ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

• P49 - 16.166.1 Applications Received – Doric Ref naming of Rugby Cottage development – Clerk 
reported the decision of the meeting to Doric 

• P49 - 16.166.1 Applications Received – Doric Ref water / ice hazard – MM and Clerk contacted 
Doric 

• P50 - 16.167.1 Accounts to be paid – Defib elec supply costs detail – Clerk confirmed that the 
ongoing annual elec cost is forecast at £ 20.00 PA 

• P52 - 16.175 Health and Wellbeing – School ref Balance log unsafe in playing field – Clerk contacted 
School who contacted all parents accordingly 

• P52 - 16.175 Health and Wellbeing – P Cowell ref Balance log unsafe in playing field – Clerk 
reported that this is due to be mended within the next week 

• P52 - 16.176 Flood Warden – SF confirmed that Louise Hillier at 3 Millers Close is the new Flood 
Warden 

• P53 - 16.178 AOB – P Cowell ref pavements and turf – Clerk confirmed that the pavements clearing 
is due for completion this week and that instead of turf, grass seed has been put down on the verge 
outside 2 The Mead 

• 16.171 - MM asked The Clerk if the police had responded to the alert that cars are regularly using 
Church Track as a two way street whilst it is in fact one way at the top. The Clerk confirmed that 
nothing had been received from the police since that matter was reported at the end of January. 

• 16.175 - MM stated she was frustrated that irrespective of the outcome of the lengthy discussion 
regarding the suggested distribution of the CCG questionnaires to every property in the village, a 
door to door delivery took place rather than going ahead with the 3 static points as discussed. JM 
agreed as did MC although AC confirmed that he was of the opinion that the more questionnaires 
that were completed for the CCG’s use, the greater chance there is of local opinion being noted and 
acted upon. SF confirmed that he had been responsible for the overall distribution of 800 
questionnaires and that the use of the word “Alternatively” in the minutes was unhelpful as it is 
vague. 
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16.184  REPORTS by the DISTRICT and/or COUNTY COUNCILLOR           

• Cllr Cattaway reported that the Unitary Council report is now in the hands of the Secretary of State 
Rt. Hon Sajit Javid MP. We expect to receive an indication of the Sec of State’s intentions before the 
end of March. 6 of the 9 councils have agreed to support the proposal to create 2 new unitary 
authorities in Dorset comprising Bournemouth together with Poole, and the rest of the county as a 
Rural group. Christchurch, E Dorset and Purbeck are in opposition to the proposal. 

• Cllr Cattaway reported that the setting of Council Tax has been confirmed for 2017/18 with a 3% 
increase at County level which is specifically aimed at supporting Adult Social Care, as well as one 
tenth of 1.99% on a District level. 

• Cllr Cattaway reported that the County Council with LEP Growth Deal 3 has managed to gain 
£19.5M from Central Gov’t of which £ 3.5M will specifically be of benefit to N Dorset and Gillingham 
to support the transport infrastructure in the light of the 1,800 new houses to be built to the south of 
Gillingham. MC asked whether as supporter of Small Business, the NHV may be able to benefit from 
LEP funds in the future. AC confirmed that the full sums have been allocated for GD3 and that 
detailed propositions should be put forward for GD4 although there is no indication on when GD4 
may take place. 
 

16.185  PLANNING MATTERS 
16.185.1 Applications Received  

• Application no: 17/00512/S73 - Clapton Farm Solar Park S73 application to vary the wording of 
Condition 4 of approval 15/03373/FUL to provide a time frame of 25 years. (Somerset) 

ACTION: The Clerk to email Lee Walton reiterating the council does not support moving the site. 

• MM reported that the building work at the Rugby Cottage development is due to start on Mon 6th 
March 2017. A full time team of 4 will be onsite regularly as well as a fulltime onsite manager. 

 
16.185.2 Bourton Mill 

• SF stated there has been concern from the residents who use Factory Hill that there will be road 
closures during river realignment, bridge building and the continued removal of demolition waste 
from the main site. The PC has not yet been officially informed of any details. Once these are known 
the PC will endeavour to ensure the adequate practical diversion signs are put in place, that 
neighbours in South Wilts and Somerset are informed and that DWP are also able to fulfil their 
residential waste removals. JM confirmed she has been in touch with local residents and will do so 
again when there is more news. JM has also been in touch with Mr Alford regarding concerns 
relating to waste removal and she confirmed the proposed road closure has been submitted to 
commence on April 18th but that no decision has been made at higher level as yet.  

ACTION: JM to liaise with AC who has kindly offered to chivvy the Highways dept. along on this matter. 
ACTION: JM to liaise with local residents as and when more news is available. 

• The matter raised in the Open Forum relating to a moral obligation to ensure that the awareness and 
safety of potential house buyers is not compromised in the light of the unresolved flood risk 
assessment and subsequent decision. Cllr Williams is due to attend a meeting locally on Friday 
March 3rd with Stephen Hill from Dorset Councils Partnership.  

ACTION: Cllr Williams to share the concerns of the Parish and Cllrs with Mr Hill 
ACTION: BPC will request that the Director of the Dorset Councils Partnership (Stephen Hill) should submit 
to BPC what is decided / suggested at that meeting. 
ACTION: The Clerk will draft a letter to Connells with input from Cllrs stating that BPC is concerned that they 
are selling houses in the light of this unresolved and uncertain situation regarding the unresolved flood risk 
assessment as well as to ask what special insurance conditions they are alerting potential buyers they may 
require. 
  The Engine 

• SF proposed donating the Engine to Bourton Mill Development to be sited there in due course. With 
this in mind, the developers would therefore be responsible for cleaning up the engine to go on 
display at the Mill Site and insuring it if needed as well as any ongoing costs thereafter. 

 Proposed by MC, Seconded by MM. Agreed by All Cllrs present 
ACTION: SF to liaise with the developers 
 
16.185.3 Wind turbines and photovoltaic solar arrays  
All applications can be viewed on dorsetforyou planning portal and via the village website. 
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16.186  FINANCE 
16.186.1  Accounts to be paid  

H Bedford  Feb Wage and expenses     £ 524.24 

BVH  Room hire (Oct 31st 2016 – March 7th 2017)   £ 60.00 

T Sheen  Installing elec supply to defib and meter    £ 342.00 

HMRC  Outstanding PAYE (I McVie)     £ 271.76 

DAPTC  Clerks Finance Course      £ 35.00 

DAPTC  New Clerks Course      £ 35.00 

P Cowell  New Road verge pavement redefining remaining sections £ 696.00 

In addition: 

PAYE   Overheads for paying The Clerk     £ circa 210.00 pa 

DAPTC  Annual Conference (Date - 23/03/17 - Time: 10am-3.30pm) £ 60.00 
Proposed by JM, Seconded by AM. Agreed by All Cllrs present 

16.186.2 Accounts received – None  
16.186.3 Grants and Donations 

B@W Grant application (Tony Benge)       £500.00  
Proposed by MM, Seconded by MC. Agreed by All Cllrs present 

 
16.187  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING GROUP     

Now in public consultation stage until 7th April 2017. See website and noticeboards for details. 
 

16.188  NEW VILLAGE HALL  

• MC gave an update:  
Activity on the New Hall project has focused on work with Dorset Community Action to develop a 
request for funds from the Lottery under the Awards For All scheme. These funds, provided we are 
successful, will enable us to undertake the necessary communication and information gathering 
amongst the community and other stakeholders and potential Hall users/service providers to support 
our main request for funding from the Big Lottery. The first activity to communicate our plans and to 
invite interest will be held in the Hall on the 22nd March (Timings are 10am-12pm.) where we will set 
out the ideas contained in the Business Plan and invite comment. 
  
In parallel, the Village Hall Trustees have now achieved Charitable Incorporated Organisation status 
for the forward management of the Hall, a vital step in the pursuit of lottery funding. The VHMC will 
provide further information in due course. 
  
A subsequent communication and “coming together” event is now planned for later in the summer 
which is the earliest we can expect Awards for All funding and which will coincide with the 
distribution of questionnaires about the use of the Hall. These activities should also be well-timed as 
far as Neighbourhood Plan approval is concerned.) 

8.08pm AM left the meeting 
16.189  TRAINING 

• SF mooted a future Cllrs training day should be arranged at BVH for all BPC Cllrs as well as other 
invited Cllrs from neighbouring parishes which helps to offset the cost of the training which is 
delivered by DAPTC. Proposed dates to follow at a later date. 
 

16.190  HIGHWAYS 

• JM confirmed she had attended a meeting relating to the tunnel for the A303 at Stonehenge and all 
Cllrs agreed that the consultation as to whether the route should be to the north or south of 
Stonehenge should be left in the hands of the residents of that area. 

PLEASE NOTE Any member of the public can contact DCC on the dorsetforyou website, highways 
section and report a problem on line, including defective, obscured road signs, potholes, blocked 
road drains and issues with manhole covers. 

 
16.191  TRANSPORT 

 
16.192  FOOTPATHS 
PLEASE NOTE Any member of the public can contact DCC on the dorsetforyou website, footpaths 
section and report a problem on line. 
 
16.193  COMMUNITY SAFETY  
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• PCSO Vicky Levy confirmed by email that there have been no crimes reported in Bourton since the 
last meeting. 

16.193.1  Road speed limit 

• The Clerk confirmed that a member of the public has been in touch with BPC and Mr Bell at DCC 
Highways Dept. in the light of ongoing driver speed through the village. The local resident has 
logged concerns duly on Dorsetforyou. AC reiterated that he has been encouraging BPC to act on 
the reports of Traffic Engineers to submit a formal application and request to have the speed limit 
reduced in the vicinity of the school. AC confirmed that although it is likely to be a lengthy process, 
that the 40MPH limit around the school as well as the D-restricted zone at the top of Church Track 
also in such close proximity to the school should gain a higher priority than some applications.  

• MC commented that it is outrageous to have a 40MPH limit near the school, and a member of the 
public advised that the Speed Watch team are out twice monthly. Whilst they get an immediate 
response of drivers acting on sight of the hi-vis jackets, the details of those cars which are caught 
are sent on to the police to handle. The details include car reg, make and colour. These details are 
sent on when they “zap” a driver exceeding the speed limit, if there is poor or dangerous driving and 
when they identify driver using a mobile phone. The police manage this information in a number of 
ways. They may note it, send a letter/make a visit to the driver, or fine the driver. 

ACTION: The Clerk to feed this information to the local resident and put her in touch with Shelia Williams 
head of Bourton Speed Watch to liaise regarding how best to proceed with the application request to reduce 
the speed limit in the vicinity of the school with the help of Cllr Cattaway. 
 
16.194  HEALTH and WELLBEING  
16.194.1 Defib awareness session 

• South Western Ambulances NHS Trust is running an awareness session at The Village Hall at 
7.00pm on Tuesday March 7th. The session lasts approx. 90mins and if you can come to all or any 
of it, it is an opportunity to familiarise yourselves with the Defibrillator. All are welcome. 

16.194.1 Sharon McVie volunteer Phone Box safety information point (Fire, RVS, Police, 
Ambulance) 

Proposed by MC, Seconded by JM. Agreed by All Cllrs present 
 
16.195  FLOOD WARDEN 

• SF confirmed that the village flood warden is Louise Hillier of 3 Millers Close. 07572 526 
206. Louisehillier80@hotmail.com 

 
16.196  CORRESPONDENCE 
23/01/2017 Shaftesbury TC Shaftesbury Hub Meeting notes - shared with SFirbank 

24/01/2017 Doric 
Developments 

Development renaming reply from Cllrs and health and safety concerns from Cllrs - 
Name and action acknowledged by Doric 

24/01/2017 BVH Invoice - agenda item at monthly meeting 

24/01/2017 Shaftesbury TC WMH working group press release - shared with Sfirbank, website 

24/01/2017 M Martin To Parish Mag ref ilegal use of one way system on church track - magazine 

24/01/2017 South West 
Amb 

Info ref defib elec costs - to all Cllrs 

26/01/2017 DAPTC Invitatios to South Western DAPTC conf - to all Cllrs 

26/01/2017 DCC Confirmation of receipt of Precept paperwork for 2017/18 - noted 

26/01/2017 A Cox Email to DCC ref Bourton Culvert flood risk - to S Firbank and J Morgan 

26/01/2017 S McVie Tel Box new use - Agenda item at monthly meeting 

30/01/2017 Shaftesbury TC Agenda for meeting on Jan 31st - to SFirbank 

31/01/2017 Shaftesbury TC Bullet points on meeting with Simon Hoare MP ref WMH - to SFirbank 

31/01/2017 DCC 2017/18 Capital highway pro consultation - to Jmorgan 

01/02/2017 DAPTC Local Govt reorg update - to all Cllrs 

01/02/2017 DCA "Evidence need for funding" course - to MChapman 

01/02/2017 Clifford T Shean Revised estimate - agenda item at monthly meeting 

03/02/2017 H Butler Bourton Rd Speed - agenda item at monthly meeting 

06/02/2017 Shaftesbury TC Agenda for meeting on Feb 7th - to SFirbank 

07/02/2017 DCA "15th March North Dorset Training - Choosing Your Legal Structure" course - to 
MChapman 

08/02/2017 D Tomlinson Welcome pack for Bourton - noted 
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09/02/2017 Shaftesbury TC Response to the Freedom of Information Request submitted to the NHS Foundation 
Trust - Noted 

09/02/2017 Shaftesbury TC Notes of WMH Working Group Meeting held on 7th February 2017 - Noted 

09/02/2017 DAPTC Training dates for DAPTC courses in 2017 - to all Cllrs 

10/02/2017 EA Flood Warden Newsletter Winter 2016/17 - to Flood Warden (Louise Hillier) 

13/02/2017 DCC Planning Training for Town & Parish Councils - to all Cllrs 

13/02/2017 InsideGovt Tackling Flooding 2017 - to Flood Warden 

13/02/2017 DCA Village Hall, Youth and Community Centre Conference - to Mchapman 

14/02/2017 DAPTC "Are we getting it right? Grants from Northern Dorset Local Action Group" - Website 
and noticeboards, Sfirbank 

14/02/2017 DAPTC "Peer Power and the Dorset Renewables Grand Tour- 4th March 2017" - to all Cllrs 

15/02/2017 South Somerset 
Gov 

Adjoining Parish (PCONS) Consultation:Land West Of Tinkers Lane, Southeast Of 
B3081 Cucklington Wincanton Somerset - to all Cllrs and agenda item at monthly 
meeting 

16/02/2017 BPC To L Dibden and Simon Hoare: Statement from Bourton Parish Council ref WMH 
Shaftesbury 

16/02/2017 Cranborne 
Chase AONB 

Annual Forum invitation - All Cllrs 

17/02/2017 DCA Invitation from Bourton Village Hall - All Cllrs 

20/02/2017 DCC Capital Highway Programme - Jmorgan 

20/02/2017 DCC Receipt of NP and Bourton Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 16 Consultation: Poster 
- website and noticeboards 

21/02/2017 DCA VOLUNTARY SECTOR EVENTS 2017 - Mchapman 

21/02/2017 B Sullivan Cc'd to email ref FP11 - noted 

 
16.197  AOB 

• P Cowell update: Will be liaising with AM to discuss stone later this week. War memorial is all in 
hand, materials ordered & will be done hopefully this week. Also confirmed to do an annual extra cut 
at the cemetery for Mothering Sunday. 

• JM and MM commented that the Landrover parked on the tarmac at 2 The Mead impinges on the 
pathway as well as causes a sightline problem for drivers. AC kindly offered to pay the resident a 
courtesy visit to address this. 

• Q3 Financial Statement was signed by SF 

• VAT reclaim for period 21/04/2016 to 23/01/2017 submitted to Inland Revenue for £ 2,372.57 
 
16.198  DATE OF NEXT MEETING - MONDAY 27TH MARCH AT 7PM. 

Meeting concluded at 8.42 pm.   
 

CHAIRMAN:  S.FIRBANK  DATE: 3RD MARCH 2017 
Note: The minutes will be reviewed and formally ratified by the BPC on 27th March 2017 

 

Visit the website at http://www.bourtondorset.org 


