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MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF BOURTON PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00 P.M. ON MONDAY, 27TH MARCH 2017 

PRESENT: S Firbank (Chairman), T Heaton, P Williams, M Withers, M Martin, J Morgan, M 
Chapman, G Miller, and H Bedford (Clerk).  

APOLOGIES: A Cattaway (County & District Councillor), A Miller, PCSO Vicki Levy. 
ATTENDING: 11 members of the public.  

16.199  OPEN FORUM 

• A member of the public noted that due to Parish website upgrades over forthcoming weeks, there 
may be intermittent access. He also stated that there were 650 hits last month. 

• A member of the public (on behalf of Bourton Church) made the case for the grant application which 
all Cllrs have previously received the paperwork for and shows later in the minutes under Grants. 

• A member of the public shared the Parish Speedwatch team update which is shown in the minutes 
under Community Safety.  
Thanks to the Speedwatch team was proposed by MM and seconded by SF. 

• A member of the public shared the Parish  Litter Pickers update and requested BPC chase up an 
outstanding request for litter picking along the A303 and B3092 
ACTION – Clerk to followup with DWP ref CU726382 

• A member of the public thanked BPC for the helpful Defibrillator awareness session. 
 

16.200  DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

• SF declared a pecuniary interest and personal interest within the Bourton Mill agenda item as he is 
an adjacent landowner to the site. SF confirmed that he would step aside as Chair during the agenda 
item regarding The Mill and pass the role of Chair to MW for that item. 

 
16.201  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

• The February minutes were agreed as an accurate record and were signed by the Chairman. 
 

16.202  ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

• P55 - 16.185.1 - Applications Received – The Clerk emailed Lee Walton (Somerset Co. Council) 
reiterating the council does not support moving the site.  

• P55 - 16.185.2 – Bourton Mill – Moved to the agenda item  
• P57 – 16.193.1 – Road Speed Limit – Moved to the agenda item 

 
16.203  REPORTS by the DISTRICT and/or COUNTY COUNCILLOR           

• Cllr Williams reported that the Unitary Council report is now in the hands of the Secretary of State Rt. 
Hon Sajit Javid MP. We expect to receive an indication of the Sec of State’s intentions imminently.  

• Cllr Williams confirmed that following a review of the County Council boundaries, Gillingham is now a 
2 member division which means that the electorate will have 2 votes each in the County Council 
Elections on May 4th 2017. Those elected at that point will serve for a 2yr period as the Unitary 
Council will take effect in May 2019. 

 
16.204  PLANNING MATTERS 
16.204.1 Applications Received - None 
16.204.2 Bourton Mill – SF handed Chair to MW for this agenda item 

• JM has liaised with all residents and businesses affected at Factory Hill as the proposed road 
closure is set to take place for 6months on April18th. 

• TH asked if the letter to Connell’s estate agents had been sent further to the previous meeting. The 
Clerk reported that in the course of the process that had been discussed at February’s meeting, the 
Council had amended their position on the matter which therefore invoked further discussion. PW 
and MM concurred that solicitors’ searches are specifically there to protect and inform buyers and 
that this is not the responsibility of the council. JM added that houses can only be built once the EA/ 
DCC have agreed any necessary measures that may or may not need to be taken. MW added that 
the developer has insisted on a higher level of Category A for the flood risk measures at The Mill 
Dam, which is over and above what they are required to do. PW added that the recent information in 
relation to all upstream dams from the EA confirming a rigorous regime and the reports of the regular 
inspections were very positive. MW added that the amended flood risk report prepared by the 
developer’s Engineer, Fairhurst, concluded that their proposals did not increase the flood risk 
associated with the development. Comments on this report from the EA, DCC and NDDC are still 
awaited. MW added that any flooding which might occur would be on public land and the land of SF. 
The Council will therefore not write to Connells. 
Proposed PW, Seconded JM, All Cllrs in Favour 
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• PW confirmed that there is still little to report as the EA have not submitted their report to the 
DCC/NDDC further to receiving the Fairhurst amended flood risk assessment. The EA report is 
awaited. 

• The Clerk confirmed that BPC had only had sight of the revised Flood Risk Assessment on the day 
of the meeting (27/03/2017) and noted that the EA have confirmed this document had been formally 
submitted on March 23rd in the form of an addendum to the initial Flood Risk Assessment and that 
the EA is currently considering the information within the document in regards to the conditions the 
applicant is looking to discharge.  

• The Clerk cited one of four conclusions in the Addendum conclusions. Namely “15.4: The Addendum 
shows that the proposed dwellings are not at risk from flooding in the 1 in 1000 year event and that 
flood risk is not increased downstream as a result of the development.” 

• Bourton Mill Engine – PW queried SF. SF will continue to pursue Mr Vincent to refurbish the Engine 
and will liaise with the developers to take this on as a full responsibility of the owners of the site 
rather than The Engine going to Sherborne Museum as the Trustee of The Engine opposes The 
Engine going to the museum 
ACTION – SF to liaise with the developers 

 
All applications can be viewed on dorsetforyou planning portal and via the village website. 

 
16.205  FINANCE 
16.205.1  Accounts to be paid  

H Bedford  March Wage (£474.24) and expenses (£28.00)   £ 502.24 

DesignJam  Parish Website updates      £ 150.00 

P Cowell  Cemetery cut (removal of fallen branch FOC)   £ 102.00 

P Cowell  War Memorial paving      £ 216.00 

P Cowell  Children’s Playground balance logs    £ 120.00 

Groundwork UK Refund of NPG Grant      £ 2,337.00 

Honorarium (Anon) Parish Website       £ 400.00 

DCC  Dorset History Centre – Digital images of Cemetery Register £ 55.00 

Water2Business Cemetery Water supply 1/4-31/3 2017    £ 21.52 

DCA  NVH Project       £ 2,016.00 

Proposed by JM, Seconded by PW. Agreed by all Cllrs 
16.205.2 Accounts received   

IJMcVie  Refund of overpayment of Jan/Feb wages   £ 336.66 

HMRC  VAT refund (up to Feb 20th 2017)    £ 2,372.57 

16.205.3 Grants and Donations 

Bourton Church Church Grounds (£300.00 + £100.00)    £ 400.00 

Proposed by PW, Seconded by JM. (TH, MM and GM – Abstain) 
 
16.206  NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING GROUP     

• MW reported: 
The NP and associated documents are still out for public consultation by NDDC which concludes on 7th 
April 2017. No information on any responses has been received to date. Because of earlier delays to the 
process by NDDC the NPG has had to return a large part of the grant funding from Groundwork UK 
under the timescale constraint terms of the grant. 
Now in public consultation stage until 7th April 2017. See website and noticeboards for details. 

 
16.207  NEW VILLAGE HALL  

• MC gave an update:  
As part of their undertaking to the NVH project, Dorset Community Action (DCA) organised and ran a 
well-attended meeting of stakeholders in the Hall on 22nd March. DCA is now in the process of recording 
the findings and ideas generated by the discussion. The purpose of the meeting was to commence the 
building of the necessary network and relationships to ensure that a future new hall can provide a 
broader service to the community and more wholly able to cater for the varying needs of community 
groups and interests. A key result of the meeting is that a number of new faces have come forward 
prepared to contribute their time and effort to the project. Further meetings are planned with other 
potential stakeholders such as the Dorset CCG. As also previously sanctioned, DCA has prepared a 
submission to the Lottery’s Awards For All (A4A) fund for monies to support the in-depth consultation 
that is now required to demonstrate that construction of the New Hall is worthy of Lottery support. The 
submission is based on up to 4 separate community gatherings during the next 9 months with a view to a 
bid for funds being submitted early in 2018. Thanks was unanimously shared with MC and the NVH team 
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16.208  TRAINING 

• The Clerk is awaiting proposed dates from DAPTC for BPC to host a 2.5hr councillor training session 
in May. 
 

16.209  HIGHWAYS 
16.209.1  Church track one way system 

• The Clerk has been given the go ahead by DCC to use the signpost exiting the Church Car Park to 
attach a one way sign. The Clerk confirmed  the cost of said sign and installation thereof would be 
circa £50.00 
Proposed MM, Seconded PW, All Cllrs in Favour 
   

PLEASE NOTE Any member of the public can contact DCC on the dorsetforyou website, highways 
section and report a problem on line, including defective, obscured road signs, potholes, blocked 

road drains and issues with manhole covers. 
 

16.210  TRANSPORT 
 

16.211  FOOTPATHS 
PLEASE NOTE Any member of the public can contact DCC on the dorsetforyou website, footpaths 
section and report a problem on line. 

 
16.212  COMMUNITY SAFETY  

• PCSO Vicky Levy confirmed by email that “Since the last meeting there have been no crimes 
reported in Bourton which is good news. Elsewhere around the area we have seen several breaks 
from vehicle whilst parked at beauty spots, please remember to remove all valuables from your 
vehicle when leaving it unattended.” 

 
16.212.1  ROAD SPEED LIMIT 

• Mrs Sheila Williams – Coordinator of the Bourton Speedwatch team reported: 
“The Community Speed Watch team began in March 2015 and since then our team of nine has 
undertaken 34 watches averaging two or more watches per month. During the dark weeks of 
December watches were suspended and there have been four occasions when bad weather has 
prevented us carrying out watches. 
Looking at our recorded data for a half-hour period we observe, on average, 144 vehicles travelling 
along the New Road (Main Road) Frequently, at 8.30am that number increases to between 200 – 
250 vehicles. 
Much as we would like to choose where we stand, the Parish Council will be aware that we have to 
use the four police-approved sites in the village. We have asked Vicky Levy, Dorset Community 
Police, if she and her team will assess other sites and we hope to be able to vary our operational 
areas soon. 
The watches are carried out at various times, but in recent months we have concentrated on forming 
a strong presence at school opening and closing times in an attempt to increase road safety 
awareness. 
West Bourton Road continues to be a problem and its junction with New Road (Main Road) is an 
area of concern. Vehicles are often parked on the junction, or the grass verge thus blocking other 
motorists’ vision of on-coming traffic in both lanes. We witness constant flouting of the rules 
regarding ‘hatchings’ particularly at West Bourton Road junction which makes exiting Brickyard Lane 
hazardous. 
The Road Traffic Officer for Dorset has insisted that the ‘smiley face’ emojis be removed from the 
SIDs which now operate in two/ three locations in the village and that has now been carried out by 
the supplier.” 

 Thanks was unanimously shared with Cllr and Mrs Williams and the Speedwatch team 

• MC gave an update:  
Despite the national guidance that 30 mph be the norm for villages and the presence in Bourton of a 
church, school, a shop, numerous junctions, on-street parking, hills and bends, the Dorset Highways 
position on a general move from a 40 to a 30 mph limit is likely remain that: 
Accident and speed data (e.g. from 2014 exercise) does not indicate a requirement for change. 
Change to make a 30 mph limit effective throughout the village would be prohibitively expensive (i.e. 
several hundreds of thousands of pounds). 
There would be little likelihood of meaningful police enforcement of a 30 mph limit. 
Arguments that might be put forward in favour of a more limited/less costly change such as to reduce 
Church Track to 20 or 30 mph or for the hill past the Church and School to be reduced at key times 
have not previously met with favour. Nonetheless, national and international standards continue to 
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improve to reflect the lethal effect of speed. Speed limits in the vicinity of schools are more likely 
than most others to be subject in due course to national government diktat. 
Arguments that are more likely to find traction are those that either indicate a significant change has 
or is about to occur or those which create a (small “p”) political imperative. 
The changes that we might consider to have a bearing include: 
The compelling logic that would follow from Zeals adopting 30 mph (this is clearly a sine qua non 
condition for our case) adding to the presence of the 30 mph limit in Bayford. 
That many more children now arrive and depart from St George’s by car (requires data). 
Anecdotal evidence that resolution is required in any case of traffic behaviour in Church Track. 
The compound (i.e. taken together) effect of the larger new developments and, potentially, new Hall 
on traffic volumes/hazards at the junctions – noting that in the planning consents and commentaries 
already given, Highways have been satisfied with the status quo as far as each individual case is 
concerned. 

ACTION(S) – To be taken by The Clerk in conjunction with the Speedwatch team 

• An FOI request to identify how many primary schools in the county are bounded by de-limited or 40 
mph roads with no safe crossings and limited off-road parking. 

• An assessment of the compound effect of the measures that we have taken as a community: white 
gates, Speedwatch, SIDs, regular airing of the subject locally. 

• Costs and feasibility of the erection of flashing “school children” signage close to the school 
• A campaign with the school to express broadly based community concern to Highways and the 

County Council more generally. 

• Encouragement of the reporting, even if anecdotal (to Speedwatch?) of incidents along the length of 
New Road and West Bourton Road. 

• Establishing a view on the contribution and traffic calming measures the community might be 
prepared to sign up to. 
 

16.213  HEALTH and WELLBEING  
16.213.1  Defib awareness sessions  

• The Clerk confirmed as a joint effort between Zeals and Bourton the next Defib training and 
awareness sessions will be on 26/09/2017 (in Zeals) and 06/03/2018 (in Bourton). The Clerk will ask 
both the School and Pub to display the Defib locator signage and request further signage from Julia 
Doel at SWAMBServ. Trust 

• MM reported that having attended the recent Mental Health Consultation Drop-in session in 
Shaftesbury, she was dismayed with the apparent lack of awareness of North Dorset when 
considering the proposed provisions which includes “Community Front Rooms” and more bed 
closures as well as 2 x retreats – neither of which are in the North Dorset area.  
ACTION – MM to draft a statement on behalf of BPC to be sent to the CCG soonest 

 
16.214  CEMETERY REGISTER 

• SF advised that Dorset History Centre have taken the Bourton Cemetery register to archive it 
carefully. Thanks to Pat Withers for taking the Leather Cemetery register to Dorchester on behalf of 
BPC 

 
16.215  THOMAS MITCHELL SALVER NOMINATIONS 

• SF requested any nominations for the Thomas Mitchell Salver be sent to him before the next BPC 
meeting (April). SF requested that The Wildlife and Habitats group kindly return the salver in due 
course having been the recipients last year. 
 

16.216  CORRESPONDENCE 

22/02/2017 T Benge 
Bourton Foundry WW1 Community project 17/18 Grant request - Shared with Cllrs, 
Agenda item Feb meeting 

22/02/2017 
Doric 
Developmts Confirmation of development names – noted 

23/02/2017 B Sullivan Tree branches on main road – sorted 

23/02/2017 DAPTC Village Hall, Youth and Community Centre Conference - to Mchapman 

23/02/2017 DAPTC Annual Conf booking request - SF signed up, HB to attend instead 

24/02/2017 
Western 
Gazette Business Awards 2017 nominations - All Cllrs 

24/02/2017 Future Dorset Proposals for the reorg of local Gov't - All Cllrs 

24/02/2017 
Simon Hoare 
MP Updates further to Dec round table – Sfirbank 

27/02/2017 Shaftesbury TC WMH Working grp agenda – SF 

27/02/2017 C Price Factory Hill access - SF, JM, raised at Feb meeting 
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27/02/2017 B Sullivan Bourton Wildlife and Habitats Droup update – noted 

28/02/2017 J Mann Factory Hill access - SF, JM, raised at Feb meeting 

28/02/2017 PM Cowell invoice and update - Agenda item at Feb meeting 

28/02/2017 
NHS Dorset 
CCG 

Statement letter from BPC to Mr Goodsen ref CCG proposals and WMH - Goodson 
confirmed receipt 

01/03/2017 A Ambrose Dorsretforyou update ref Enquiry No: 1073251  - noted 

01/03/2017 
Shean's 
Electrical Acceptance of quote further to feb meeting 

01/03/2017 
South Somerset 
Gov Confirmation of BPC stance ref planning Our Ref: 17/00512/S73/Lee Walton 

02/03/2017 
Dorset 
Highways Closure of job ref Enquiry No: 1026719 – noted 

02/03/2017 Shaftesbury TC CCG response to Cllr Austin – SF 

02/03/2017 Shaftesbury TC More CCG coresspondance – SF 

03/03/2017 B Sullivan Pond and Stream testing – noted 

04/03/2017 M Chapman Ref speed limit reducing options - noted and sent relevant docs 

02/03/2017 Shaftesbury TC More CCG coresspondance and agenda for next working group meeting - SF 

07/03/2017 Shaftesbury TC Mental Health Consultation - MM to attend drop in event on March 17th 

08/03/2017 
SWAS NHS 
Trust Defib training date set at Tues Mar 6th 20118 - parish mag 

08/03/2017 Lloyds Confirm of receipt and appro of online banking – noted 

08/03/2017 Gov Gateway User ID rec'd – noted 

08/03/2017 M Chapman update ref speed limit from ROSPA – noted 

09/03/2017 DAPTC Dorset Local Access Forum – TH 

09/03/2017 All Cllrs Draft letter ref Connells - agenda item at Mar meeting 

09/03/2017 Shaftesbury TC More CCG coresspondance ref WMH – SF 

10/03/2017 M Withers 
Paying back grant for NPG of GBP 2,337.00 to Groundworks UK- Agenda item 
March meeting 

10/03/2017 DAPTC "Role of Chairman" course on April 4th – SF 

10/03/2017 
Dorset History 
Centre Return of materials - P Withers to collect for BPC 

10/03/2017 NDDC Reg 14 Annex 8 - M Withers 

10/03/2017 DAPTC info on the BT adopt a kiosk scheme from BT - Sharon McVie 

10/03/2017 DAPTC 
Promote DCMS better braodband campaign - checked Bourton speed with NH, 
parish not eligible 

10/03/2017 DAPTC Ref Section 137 expediture limit for 17/18 – SF 

10/03/2017 DAPTC EAFRD Workshops - M Chapman 

10/03/2017 DAPTC Devolution and the Voluntary Sector - M Chpaman and SF 

10/03/2017 NALC NALC Good Councillors Spring Conf - All Cllrs 

12/03/2017 IJ McVie Speed limit input – MC 

13/03/2017 
Dorset 
Highways Logged 1074254 ref request for one-way sign at exit to Church car park 

14/03/2017 
Mental Health 
Dorset MM 

14/03/2017 DCA BVH invitation - All Cllrs 

14/03/2017 DCC Proposed temp rd closure @ Factory hill - SF and JM 

14/03/2017 DCC Closed Enq:1074254 – noted 

15/03/2017 DAPTC Draft Police and Crime plan 2017-2021 - All Cllrs 

15/03/2017 DAPTC Circular NALC – noted 

15/03/2017 DAPTC Dorset Local Access Forum – TH 

15/03/2017 A Cox Panel Engineers reports - SF, PW, M Holm, A Cox 

15/03/2017 
Cranborne 
Chase AONB Dark Night Skies event invite - All Cllrs 

15/03/2017 DCC SID - noted + input from IJMcVie and PW 

16/03/2017 B Sullivan Update ref DWP CU726382 – noted 

17/03/2017 DAPTC Dorset best village comp - All Cllrs 
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20/03/2017 DAPTC Canx confirmation of Annual Conf – noted 

20/03/2017 Shaftesbury TC WMH working Grp meeting agenda – SF 

20/03/2017 DCC Cemetary Business rates bill 2017/18 , Zero to pay - noted 

20/03/2017 Lester Dibben "Hope" Mental health charity plea – MM 

21/03/2017 J Mann Request to prioritise Sandways/BVH pavement clearing - MC and PCowell 

21/03/2017 A Cox Pannell Engineers report update 

 
16.217  AOB 

• SF wished to thank Emma and the Bourton Players and the Litter Pickers 

• The village fete is confirmed as taking place on Saturday July 22nd. 
 
16.218  DATE OF NEXT MEETING - MONDAY 27TH MARCH AT 7PM. 

Meeting concluded at 8.30 pm.   
 

CHAIRMAN:  S.FIRBANK  DATE: 31ST MARCH 2017 
Note: The minutes will be reviewed and formally ratified by the BPC on 24TH April 2017 

 

Visit the website at http://www.bourtondorset.org 


