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Dear Mr Bailey, 
 
We refer to your email of 3rd April titled Village Hall issues and addressed to the Clerk. 
 
We disagree with your views regarding the earlier explanations from the chairman explaining the 
PC's actions in the chairman's letter to you of 5th October and we maintain that the Council's 
actions were proper and, therefore, valid. 
 
Turning now to the “other questions” which you feel need to be explored, our comments on your 
bullet points are as follows: 

 The PC believe that it has taken the correct decision, weighing up all of the planning and 
other considerations. 

 The Neighbourhood Plan says that the PC will express the planning considerations of the 
residents. The PC feels that it has done this, having distilled the various comments of 
some of the residents and concentrated on planning matters rather than the many 
understandably emotional, but not planning, issues.  

The PC takes any number of decisions on behalf of the community through its democratically 
elected councillors – much as happens in government in the wider country. There has been no 
attempt by the PC to mislead the community as it has consistently informed residents that it would 
be taking the decision on site selection. In connection with the contribution that the PC has made 
to support the planning application on the Jubilee Field site, this decision was taken after careful 
consideration and amounted to considerably less than it had earlier contributed to the Sandways 
site in paying the architect, Proctors. 

 The chairman was personally contacted by telephone by two former Parish Clerks who 
were complaining of the manner in which they were being approached by a petitioner.They 
have not been asked to give written comments to the PC concerning these events but they 
are wholly trustworthy members of the community who would have no reason to make up 
the comments of coercion and bullying.  It is for that reason why some doubts were raised 
about the manner and validity of the collection of signatures. Even then, it was made clear 
in the chairman's statement at the PC meeting on 22nd October that councillors must 
decide for themselves as to the weight they wished to give to the petition/straw poll. 

 There have also subsequently been incidents reported to councillors of similarly over-
zealous behaviour on the doorstep whilst canvassing for signatures to the latest petition. 
The PC has no intention of releasing further details in order to protect the reputation of the 
person involved. 



 Surely we all know the difference between coaching and discussing the issues. What was 
witnessed by at least two councillors was the unedifying sight of respected members of the 
community standing over the workshop table with highly assertive body language watching 
over proceedings and suggesting to people what they should do/say. The PC has no 
reason to doubt their reports of these matters. 

  The points you raise about Gerald Moores are inappropriate and the language and 
references you use throughout could be considered by some to be offensive. The Parish 
Council has had no dealings whatsoever with Mr Moores. The relationship between Mr 
Moores and his Landlord, the S C Hannam Trust, is a matter entirely for them although I do 
understand that they have reached an agreement which, when triggered, includes suitable 
compensation, adjustments to the tenancy and other necessary actions in relation to the 
partitioning of Jubilee Field. He PC would advise you to retract this paragraph in its 
entirety. Also, were you aware that the owner of the Sandways Farm site cancelled Mr 
Moores's long held grass keep a couple of years ago in anticipation of a village hall 
development on that land?   

 
The PC believes that the upset and disquiet which you mention has been largely fomented by 
yourself and your group, and the last allegation above demonstrates precisely why the PC has this 
belief. You label your group the Bourton Village Hall Democratic Site Selection Group and yet 
none of you have faced or been democratically elected, unlike the Parish Council. It was clear 
from the first public leaflet that your group sent out that, in fact, unlike yourself, whose bona fides 
are not in question, most of the rest of your group comprises people whose sole aim is to try to get 
the PC to reverse its decision and select the Sandways site rather than the Jubilee Field site. This, 
unfortunately, serves to undermine your group's credibility and it then becomes instead, just a 
pressure group who are dissatisfied with the decision taken by a democratically elected body after 
its careful consideration of a number of complex issues. 
 
The Parish Council, as outlined above, believe that your so-called Bourton Village Hall Democratic 
Site Selection group comprises mainly people with one thing only in mind - to get the PC to 
change its decision to select the Jubilee Field as the site of the proposed new Village Hall and to 
instead get the Sandways Farm site chosen. For this reason the PC believe that it would be quite 
wrong for your members to gain information concerning the Jubilee Field site as outlined in your 
Freedom of Information request in advance of a determination by Dorset Council on the two 
outline planning applications. You should also know that the vast majority of correspondence with 
the S C Hannam Trust has been conducted by the Village Hall CIO and, as such, is not covered 
within the terms of the FOI Act. 
 

It is also noted that you requested, and were given, information of correspondence and meetings 
with the Hannam Trust in your earlier FOI request. You will be aware that in researching and 
providing answers to such requests as yours takes a lot of time both for the Clerk and others doing 
the research. As we have repeatedly offered, were you a truly democratic group, then you would 
have agreed to have a meeting with members of the PC to try to work something out which might 
end the acrimony and division that your repeated requests have caused in the village. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mike Withers 

Chairman, Bourton Parish Council 

 
 
 


