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BOURTON  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 
 

PLAYGROUND INSPECTION PROCEDURES 
 
 

1. Introduction 
The Playground is subject to an annual inspection by RoSPA. In as far as it is possible the 
inspectors work on the principle that elements passed as satisfactory will not deteriorate and 
become dangerous before the next inspection. Nevertheless there will be unforeseen 
problems, wear, breakages, vandalism etc. and it is to make sure that such problems do not 
present a hazard to users that regular inspections are carried out by the Parish Council. 
 
 

2. Weekly Inspections 
The weekly inspection involves a walk round the playground and the equipment looking for 
obvious signs of damage or malfunction. This includes not only the equipment but also, the 
soft surface, the surrounding grass area, the hedge and gate, the litter bin and the various 
notices. 
Litter, particularly potentially dangerous litter such as glass bottles, should be picked up and 
removed.  
The plastic sack in the rubbish bin should be removed and replaced with a new plastic sack. If 
this is done on a Monday the full sack can be left on the pavement by the gate for collection 
on Tuesday morning. 
 
 

3. Monthly Inspections 
These should be rather more detailed than the weekly inspection with attention being paid to 
each individual item of equipment checking for breakages and wear. 
 
 
4. The Annual Inspection 

This is organised through N.D.D.C. and the Parish Council requests an accompanied 
inspection. This means that the inspector will contact the Council’s representative and inform 
them when the inspection will take place. The Council’s representative can then attend and 
discuss with the inspector the remarks that he will make in his report in order to obtain a clear 
understanding of what, if anything, needs to be done as a result. 
 
 
5. Recording Inspections 

A record should be made of the date at which each inspection is carried out, details of any 
problems or potential problems and remedial action taken, if any. This record should be 
presented to the Council at regular intervals. 
 
 

6. Potential Hazards 

The person making the inspection is expected to take action, dictated by common sense and 
within their abilities, to eliminate potential hazards without delay. 
In the case of more serious problems it will be necessary to consult the Council (initially the 
Chairman and/or Clerk) with a view to obtaining professional assistance and in the meantime 
considering taking the faulty item of equipment or even the entire playground, out of service. 
 
Bourton Parish Council 
2nd January 2014  


